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09/11/05 TT No.104: Stephen Harris - Welwyn Garden City (SSMLP)  

Tuesday 8 November 2005; Welwyn Garden City 3-1 Sawbridgeworth; Herts Senior 

Cup; att. c.60, programme issued, admission £5. 

A last-minute change of plan meant I suddenly had time to go to a football game 

last night and, with a wide choice of fixtures, could take in somewhere I'd not 

been before. A short time later I was on a train to the pedestrian-unfriendly new 

town of Welwyn Garden City, where the Herns Lane ground was located after 

something of a struggle across busy roads and along muddy, unlit pathways. WGC 

have been concentrating on the cups so far this season and their league placing 

doesn't look pretty - but they have loads of games in hand and talk around the 

touchline was of "ambitious plans" and "promotion prospects". Tonight's result 

maintains their good cup record. 

The ground is reached across a large car park and past a social club which lies 

outside the entrance to the ground and which was busy with non-attendees. Once I 

had found a gateman to take my money, I found a spacious ground with the pitch 

surrounded by a low white fence and a concrete walkway. The centre of the near 

side is occupied by a small stand which has both bench seating and standing room. 

Opposite, there is an even smaller covered shelter over a patch of flat concrete. 

This is painted dark green, against a background of dark green vegetation and a 

dark green boundary fence and thus invisible from a distance to the extent that I 

didn't even notice it was there until I did a circuit of the ground. One 

disappointment - I had been led to believe that there was some fine catering 

available at this ground - but all I found was a cup of tea. 

The game was an odd one. The first half was lacklustre, bordering on inept, and 

finished 0-0. The only real moment of note came when an away player took a blow 

to the head, resulting in a full Terry Butcher-like scenario of blood and bandages 

for the rest of the game. The second half started with a sudden and unexpected 

downpour which lasted for 25 minutes. During this time WGC played exceptionally 

well, scored three goals and missed as many more good chances. The rain stopped 

as suddenly as it started and we were straight back into the poor-quality football 

we had endured in the first half. During this final period, ‘Sawbo’ scrambled in a 

scruffy consolation goal. The inescapable question is, do WGC only turn it on when 

it's raining? 

The game also featured an outfield player taking over in goal following an injury to 

the home 'keeper. This was the third time I had seen this happen in my last six 

games watched, which I feel must be some sort of a record. An excellent, 

informative match programme was included with admission; the best I have seen 

at non-league level for a while. Match Rating: 3*. 
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