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07/08/05 TT No.11: Andy Molden - Swansea City (FC1) 

Swansea City 1 Tranmere Rovers 0; Att. 16,733 (away following 800ish) 

New season, new league ground - I like to get them done early, along with a gaggle 

of other travellers who were present. We thought it was called the Morfa Stadium, 

the local fanzine called it the White Rock Stadium, but the club called it the "New 

Stadium". 

The game was ok; both teams missed a penalty in the first half, and sods law said 

that Swansea had most of the play in the 1st half and Tranmere the most in the 

2nd. This meant that much of the game was played out at the other end to where I 

was sat! 

Like most new grounds, almost a bowl, only the West stand varies from the other 

three, has boxes at the back to make it higher, and office complex to make it 

deeper. I sat in the East Stand, lower section, the only problem was when Swansea 

attacked everyone stood up. A word of warning if you sit behind the goals you are 

a long way from the pitch as the ground is also used for "egg throwing".  One end, 

the North stand is for away fans and has 3,000 seats allocated for visitors. The 

South stand is in theory the family section but a few in that end did not look like 

families to me. 

My fellow traveller wanted a "Jimmy" at half-time but the toilets could not handle 

the rush so he had to cross his legs in the second half. I had time to relieve myself 

when I got back to the car, the attendant asked me what I thought of the stadium 

and I said about the toilet situation and he said many of his regulars had said the 

same and used his brushes before and after the game!. In fact, he directed me to 

an area that is used for such purpose. 

The ground is not on the site of the old Morfa Stadium, which now has a B&Q on it! 

Unless you approach the ground from the city centre there are not many places 

around the ground to eat and drink; next to B&Q there is a Pizza Express and a 

KFC. Many of the locals were heading for the local Morrison's which is about 400 

yards from the ground to buy snacks and sandwiches. 

Many of the local’s drink in the ground and by kick off they are well "Charlotte 

Churched", in fact within a quarter of an hour of kick-off they were having to leave 

their seats to use the toilets. 

The club say there is no parking at the ground and to use Junction 45 and a Park & 

Ride facility. I looked at the map and used Junction 44. I took the A48 until the 

A4217, this runs about half a mile east of the club’s route. After a mile and a half, 

you come to a roundabout and will see the new ground about 600 yards to your 

right. On this roundabout you will see arrows for parking up a side road coming off 

the said roundabout. They take you into a small industrial estate; you can park 

here for £4 - it holds 400 cars. It takes only 6 or 7 minutes to walk to the ground. 



Also, when you come out traffic is restricted by the police around the ground, so 

when you get back to the car you have a clear drive away. When leaving the car 

park use a map and ignore signs for M4! Head back to Junction 44 the way you 

came in, it took me less than 20 minutes to get back onto the M4 after the end of 

the game, and 5 minutes of that was waiting for my passenger who won't be in the 

GB over 50's 800 metre squad! 

If travelling by train then the ground is half an hour's walk from the station. Also 

beware when you buy a ticket to travel by rail to Swansea; I enquired about a 

return from Oxford to Swansea and was quoted almost £50, though Oxford to 

Swindon was £6.90 and from Swindon (only 30 miles away) a cheap day return 

ticket to Swansea is only £6.50! I have also checked other destinations and in all 

cases if you book to Swindon and then from Swindon to Swansea you can save up to 

£30 off of your journey! 

The proggie was £3 and was a good read; it was not pocket size but A4 with a card 

cover! A fanzine for the match was also issued at £1 and that too was good 

reading. 

Entrance to the ground is £15 in most areas, but £18 in the West stand. There are 

no obstructions in the way of your view except for the locals standing up. Various 

Swansea fans websites have pictures of the new ground.  
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