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23/11/05 TT No.117: Paul Roth - Margate (Ryman League 1) 

Margate v Bromley; Ryman Lge. 1; Res :1-1; Attendance: 401; Programme: £2. 

On a cold evening I strolled down to the rebuilt Hartsdown Park to watch this 

local-ish derby. A lot has been written about the crises besetting the club, so after 

a couple of seasons playing at Dover, then Ashford, it is good to see the team back 

at their spiritual home. At the beginning of the summer and the old ground still a 

complete waste ground I personally think the club have achieved miracles. The 

first noticeable aspect as you enter is the magnificent pitch. It is now completely 

flat and in super shape. There are portakabins used as changing rooms where the 

old main stand once stood, and the new bolt together seating area lies opposite. 

The covered terracing behind the town end is alas no more and is now just an open 

area albeit hard standing. The clubhouse end is unaltered. 

Another area of improvement is the matchday programme. The excellent "Margate 

Matters" sells for £2 and is a super 30 page read. 

Gates have been dwindling at the "Gate" for several reasons since the start of the 

season: after the euphoria of the club returning to Hartsdown and now with the 

club struggling in the league despite being "draw" specialists and finally with the 

onset of the colder weather the highs of crowds of 1300 has now succumbed to 

around the 400 mark. On last night's performance I can well see why as this was a 

pretty dull encounter with the match only sparking into life in the last 15 minutes 

when two players were sent off, one from each side, and the two goals scored. 

The club is just about to start its climb back up the pyramid and all I will say is 

watch this space. 
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