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27/11/05 TT No.118: Paul Roth - West Wickham (Southern Amateur League) in 

the Kent Senior Trophy 

West Wickham Vs. Deal Town Kent Senior Trophy 1st round Res:1-3; Attendance: 

51; £2 entry including 4-page programme. 

On a perishingly raw afternoon I drove up to South East London to the home of 

West Wickham F C in Corkscrew Hill to watch their KST tie against Deal Town. The 

entrance to the club could easily be missed as it is (as the road name suggests) on 

a corkscrew bend in the road. A small sign ushers you into the venue and a sharp 

right turn inside the complex down a humped road leads to the clubhouse and the 

main 1st X1 pitch. This is all railed off except for the far side which was roped 

today. The playing surface is quite superb with perhaps the gentlest of slopes from 

the clubhouse end down to the bottom goal. 

The club play in the Southern Amateur League and are at present having a very 

good season lying 2nd. The brief history contained in the programme shows them 

to be a club with quite a history and it recalls it was only back in the 1979/80 

season that they reached the last 64 of the F A Vase, an achievement they 

performed twice in fact. Ah, those were the days!! 

The clubhouse is very well appointed with a bar, and counter selling hot sausage 

rolls as well as the usual tea, coffee and soup... most welcome on this bitter 

afternoon. 

The 4-page card programme sold for £2 and was a pretty swift read but did include 

a lucky number on the cover, the prize being an Indian meal in a local curry house 

to the value of £25... drinks excluded! 

My golden run of seeing entertaining games this season continued with a really 

feisty cup tie. This saw Deal coming off second best in the first-half and rather 

luckily going into the break level at 1-1...Wickham had deservedly equalised 10 

minutes before the interval with a super lob to cancel out the seasider's earlier 

close-range tap in. The second-half was an altogether different affair, aside the 

homesters hitting the Deal crossbar early on, it was the Kent League outfit that 

dominated for most of the time, taking two more goals to run out quite easy 3-1 

winners in the end. 

Another super day out but I must confess that I was glad there was no extra time 

as I was beginning to really lose body heat rapidly. 
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