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07/08/05 TT No.12: Michael Greaves - Swansea City (FC1)  

Saturday 6th August 2005; Swansea City 1 Tranmere Rovers 0; Coca-Cola League 1; 

Attendance 17733; Programme: 52 pages A4 large size prog £3. 

Newly promoted Swansea christened their new stadium with a win in the first 

league game at the ground. 

Simply known as New Stadium or Morfa Stadium (surprisingly it does not yet have a 

sponsor's name attached) the venue is about 20-25 minutes straightforward walk 

form Swansea station. Bus 4 goes to the stadium from the other side of the road 

from the station every 10 minutes. 

The stadium seemed to me to have some similarities to the KC at Hull but with 

flatter roofs. I paid £15 to sit in a back-row aisle seat in the West Stand directly 

above the corner flag. One of my preferred places to watch a game. 

Central seats in the West Stand are £18 with the sold-out East Stand opposite being 

£15 for all levels. Behind the goals the North Stand is for visiting supporters, with 

the South Stand the family area. Total capacity is 20,200. 

The stadium surrounds are rather cramped with the mainline railway curving round 

two sides providing a superb venue when approaching from Cardiff. The River 

Tawe borders a third side. Therefore, it is not surprising that a park and ride 

system has been set up at Junction 45 on the M4 with parking at the stadium for 

permit holders and coaches only. Vehicles are held back for 30 minutes after the 

final whistle to allow supporters on foot to disperse. 

Although I arrived at 2.15pm long queues meant I didn't reach the ticket office 

window until ten minutes before the start. By the time I'd got inside and found my 

seat the teams were just about to kick off. I'm glad I'm not starting out on my 92 

grounds now as the interminable queuing at League and Premiership grounds 

makes me long for the days when you could saunter up to the turnstiles at five to 

three hand over a couple of pounds and go straight in!  

A fine piece of skill from Lee Trundle bought him the space to chip a cross to the 

far post for Adebayo Akinfenwa to head in from close range. Trundle and Jason 

McAteer both missed first half penalties. Swansea held out against strong 2nd half 

pressure to hold on for the win. Although I enjoyed my visit The Vetch Field will 

undoubtedly be sadly missed as it was one of the most idiosyncratic grounds in the 

League. 
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