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04/12/05 No.123: Paul Roth - Newport (IOW) (Ryman League Division 1) 

Newport IOW v Cray Wanderers; Sat 3/12/05 Ryman League 1; Res: 2-6; Entry: £6; 

Programme: 28 pages, £1.50. 

A back up is always a good idea when the weather is looking dodgy and, in most 

cases, you don't need to fall back on it. But today was to be an exception. I was on 

the train gliding through the lovely Hampshire countryside when a phone call to 

Brading Town, my intended destination, confirmed their match had just been 

called off. Quickly I was on the blower to Newport IOW where a most helpful lady 

said the game was probably on but that it was bucketing down with rain...umm. As 

the song goes, I carried on regardless and arriving at the ferry terminal took the 

Fast Cat (not our Ben I hasten to add) over to Ryde. Walking down the pier, in now 

brilliant sunshine, and into the town to "do" the GBG pubs I committed myself by 

taking the bus to Newport. The trip took about half an hour and drops you right in 

the town centre next to the Prince of Wales, also listed in this year’s GBG. 

Fearing that the game may well be off, nervously I strolled up to St George's Park 

which is only 5 mins from the town. Hoorah, the game was on! Only vaguely can I 

remember the old ground at Church Litten which I visited in 1980 but I do recall 

falling over in thick mud there and being caked from head to toe in it. No such 

problem today. The new(!) ground is a nice place with a super clubhouse and 

covering on all four sides with the main stand backing onto the social club and 

hard standing all round. The usual tea and hot food outlet, is directly on the right-

hand side as one enters through the turnstiles. 

The game was to be a real cracker with Cray steaming into a quick 2-0 lead...an 

article in the programme, a goodish 28 page  effort, pointed out that Gary Abbott 

had a knack of scoring against the "Port" and he would get special attention today; 

inevitably the man opened the scoring. End to end football ensued with the visitors 

going into the break 3-1 to the good. The second-half continued in the same 

fashion with the rain again teeming down and if this had come before k o the 

match certainly wouldn't have started. Cray made it four within 30 seconds of the 

restart and a spectacular own goal made it five. Finally, a goal for each side ended 

the scoring fest with the homesters feeling relieved that it was over and only a 2-6 

home defeat, as Cray could and should have scored many more. 

The long, convoluted journey to get back to Margate started at 5pm and got me 

indoors just after midnight, with the realisation that I had just about got away 

with it and that the "back up" had worked. 

8452 steps. 

FGIF Rating: 4* and very, very, wet! 
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