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05/12/05 No.124: Stephen Harris - Wimborne Town (Wessex League Division 1) 

Saturday 3 December 2005; Wimborne Town 1-2 Christchurch; Wessex Div. 1; 

attendance 184, programme issued, admission £5. 

Much as I would have liked to have been at Rushden & Diamonds for the big FA Cup 

match, Saturday morning found me in deepest, darkest Dorset looking for a game 

to survive the extreme weather situation that was occurring there. I picked out 

Wimborne Town from the fixture list; although with the River Stour having burst its 

banks and filled its floodplain almost up to the ground’s perimeter wall, and heavy 

rain falling throughout, I felt quite lucky to have got a game in at all. 

Wimborne turns out to be an easy place to get to, lying midway along a half-hourly 

bus service between Poole and Bournemouth. It’s also a very nice place, with the 

feel of a cathedral town in miniature. The Cuthbury ground is ten minutes off the 

town centre and has the facilities of a ground from a higher level. A smart modern 

clubhouse lies just outside the ground, which is entered through a turnstile block 

into a covered terrace. This extends almost to the halfway line, where there are 

two tiny seated stands beside each other, accommodating officials and a handful 

of regulars. Beyond these, the narrow cover extends to the corner flag and then 

around the corner and along the full length of this end. Directly behind the goal, 

the club name has been painted in large white letters at the back of the terrace. 

Unusually, the cover at this end contains a single row of wooden bench seats. The 

remaining side and end are open to the elements, with hard standing behind a 

high, white, breeze-block wall. A busy tea bar revealed that we were sufficiently 

far west to obtain some decent pasties. 

The game was of a good standard and pretty competitive without being dirty, and I 

got the impression that there was a bit of needle between the two clubs. 

Wimborne got off to the better start but struggled to create real goalmouth 

chances. Christchurch in contrast made the most of the chances which came their 

way and took a 2-0 lead before the home side nicked one right at the end. Quite 

an enjoyable game. The handful of Christchurch supporters I met seemed a 

pleasant lot and I think that a visit there after Christmas might need to go in the 

diary. 

A standard match programme was issued and a Dec/Jan club Newsletter was also 

available. Match Rating: 3*. 
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