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14/12/05 TT No.134: Mike Latham - Northwich Victoria (Nationwide Conference 

North) in FAC2 Round Replay 

Tue 13 Dec 2005, FA Cup 2nd Round Replay, Northwich Victoria 2-1 Woking; 

Admission: £10.50; 36pp programme: £2; FGIF Match Rating: 4*.  

With the prize of a third-round trip to Sunderland on offer for the victors this 

replay attracted a fair amount of interest in the Cheshire salt town. A Victoria 

Stadium record of 2,302 saw Vic’s deservedly progress- due reward for their 

exciting, slick brand of attacking football.  

There is one road in and one road out of the Wincham industrial estate that houses 

Vic’s new ground- a stone’s throw from Witton Albion FC. Like any other industrial 

estate, it is a soulless place but access from the M6 or M56 is relatively easy and 

the town centre of Northwich is avoided. With the club car park soon full to 

brimming various other car parks on the estate were used at a cost of £1  

The kick-off was delayed by 15 minutes due to crowd congestion. The Victoria 

Stadium is far from finished but is developing the feel of an authentic football 

ground. The majority of Vic’s fans gathered on the Dane Bank stand terrace, 

transported from the old Drill Field, down the far side. With its steep terracing and 

cantilevered roof this part of the ground gives an excellent vantage point.  

The two ends are flat standing and uncovered at present, the far end being given 

over to the away fans. Behind this goal runs the Trent Mersey canal. The function 

rooms and offices of the main stand are not yet completed but the front part of 

the stand has been furnished with seats.  

There were a number of catering vans on site offering good value and tasty wares 

and an excellent 36-page programme full of interesting editorial was good value 

for £2. The section on forthcoming away trips was particularly useful and 

informative. Admission to the standing areas was £10.50- an unusual price.  

Vic’s dominated the first half and after taking the lead were denied time and again 

by Woking’s excellent goalkeeper, who saved a penalty from Brayson. The visitors 

then equalised with virtually their first attack of note, just before half-time. But 

Vic’s were not to be denied and after re-taking the lead on the hour, with a superb 

individual goal by Brayson, they could have easily won by more goals. The playing 

pitch was in superb condition and the floodlights excellent and this was a 

memorable cup-tie played in good spirit. 
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