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26/12/05 TT No.143: Mike Latham - Gretna (Scottish League Division 2) 

Sat 24 Dec 2005, Bells Scottish League Division Two: Gretna 1-2 Forfar Athletic. 

Attendance: 1,274; Admission: £10; 44pp programme £2; FGIF rating: 3*.  

Gretna’s rapid progress since joining the Scottish League in 2002 has been well 

chronicled. Thanks to the support of Brooks Mileson they maintain a full-time 

playing squad and show every sign of achieving a second successive promotion that 

would take them to within sight of the SPL- a remarkable story for a club that not 

long ago was playing Northern League and Unibond League football in the small 

border town.  

Gretna have a far-reaching community programme, set out in their well-produced 

programme, and are clearly making a huge impact in the local area. It was 

noticeable how many families, clad in black and white scarves, were making their 

way to Raydale Park to help create a friendly atmosphere inside.  

As part of the plans to make a 6,000 all-seated stadium compliant to SPL standards 

the far end of the ground, which last season boasted a temporary stand, the type 

of which is seen at the Open Golf tournament, is now being redeveloped. As a 

result home fans have few options- either a seat, if they are lucky in the small 

main stand, a standing pitch in front of the club bar to the left of the main stand 

or a place on the shallow covered terrace behind the near-side goal. At this end a 

well-stocked club shop and tea bar are also located though the lengths of queues 

at the latter must result in the club losing out on lots of potential income.  

The best vantage point is actually given to away fans, who occupy the shallow 

covered terrace along the far side. There are a few seats in the middle though 

everyone preferred to stand. A number of neutrals and perhaps a few home fans in 

the know joined the small band of visiting fans who had made the 340-mile return 

journey from Angus.  

The match turned out to be a surprising one with Gretna, runaway leaders of the 

league, losing their proud unbeaten tag. The winning goal by Darren Gribben, his 

second of the game, was one fit to decide any game- beating three men after 

receiving from a throw-in, Gribben cut in from the left before unleashing a dipping 

30-yard shot over the stranded home goalkeeper. His first goal was more fortuitous 

as the bright setting sun behind the new stand appeared to deceive the 

unfortunate ‘keeper from a free-kick.  

Despite dominating most of the game, including a frantic last twenty minutes, 

Gretna went down to a shock defeat though it may well prove to be a mere blip on 

another momentous campaign. They certainly impressed with their neat passing 

style and careful build-ups though on this occasion the much-vaunted strike force 

trio of Deuchar, Bingham and Grady failed to fire.  



Easily reached from the motorway fifteen minutes or so from Carlisle, Raydale 

Park is a friendly place to visit and there is a large car park at the ground costing 

£1 per car. The playing pitch is immaculate and the locals are obviously very proud 

of the tremendous strides made by their team. As a chance to see Scottish League 

action on a day when there were only two senior games in the country (the other 

being at Alloa) this was a splendid trip out on a lovely, sunny winter’s afternoon 

and a visit to Gretna comes highly recommended. 
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