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27/12/05 TT No.145: Mike Latham - Marske United (Northern League Division 2) 

and Whitby Town (Northern Premier League) 

Mon 26 Dec 2005, Northern League Division 2: Marske United 2-0 Guisborough 

Town (attendance: 250 est.); Admission: £2.50; 84pp programme: 50p; FGIF Match 

Rating: 3*. 

The Northern League’s laudable policy of promoting 11am kick-offs on Bank 

Holidays was rewarded with a good-sized crowd for this local derby game at Mount 

Pleasant. On a raw December day at this small North Yorkshire seaside town 

Marske survived the early sending-off of their goalkeeper for a goal-saving last-man 

foul outside his own penalty area to condemn their bottom-of-the-table neighbours 

to another defeat with two second half goals.  

Marske’s Mount Pleasant ground is located just outside the town centre and within 

easy walking distance of the railway station. The seaside is a bracing walk away 

with huge waves buffeting up against the shore and the beach frequented only by a 

few brave or hardy souls. There is a small club car park and plenty of parking on 

the neighbouring estate. With a large club house, that also accommodates a small 

club shop, and tea bar by the entrance the facilities are good and Marske earn top 

marks by having both team line-ups on a chalk board just through the turnstile.  

With admission only £2.50 it is hardly an expensive day out and the programme, all 

84 pages, is an outstanding effort, full of features, statistics and information- just 

about the best value for money programme on the circuit. The extensive club news 

pages are particularly informative and do not spare home players’ blushes and the 

statistics are superb. It is a fantastic publication.  

Inside the ground the facilities are less impressive with just a small seated stand 

and covered shallow terrace on the club house side with the players’ entrance and 

home dug-out in-between. The rest of the ground is uncovered standing with the 

away dug-out on the far side where perhaps the best vantage point is to be had on 

a dry day. Slightly raised above the club house car park the playing pitch was in 

good condition. Several parts of the ground have netting to stop stray footballs 

disappearing into neighbouring gardens and behind one goal a hedgehog had sadly 

met a premature end entangled in the netting.  

It was a passionate derby game with supporters of both sides displaying good 

humour and excellently refereed. A most enjoyable visit.  

Mon 26 Dec 2005. Unibond Premier: Whitby Town 4-2 North Ferriby United. 

Attendance: 362; Admission: £6.50; 56pp programme: £1.50; FGIF Match Rating: 

4*.  

A short drive down the coast road and the Turnbull Ground of Whitby Town came 

into view. With an impressive new cantilever stand shortly to open the ground has 

undergone a huge change recently. With neat blue and white seats, spelling out 



the legend ‘WTFC’ it will give an excellent view of proceedings though with its 

elevated position may be a cold spot on a wintry day.  

There is plenty of parking on near-by streets and a small club car park. The large 

social club was well frequented before the game and there was a friendly 

atmosphere inside.  

There is an excellent tea bar just inside the entrance with home-made hot mince 

pies and port doing a roaring trade on a bitter afternoon. With a well-stocked club 

shop as well there is plenty to while away the minutes before kick-off.  

The main stand aside the rest of the ground’s facilities are less impressive with 

two uncovered shallow terraced ends backed by huge netting to prevent stray 

shots disappearing into neighbouring gardens. On the far side is a shallow covered 

terrace with a few seats in the middle.  

The playing pitch was flat, well grassed and in excellent condition. Whitby shocked 

their high-flying visitors by taking a 2-0 interval lead but the league leaders fought 

back to parity and looked the likelier winners for most of the second half until 

Whitby striker Danny Brunskill scored twice in the last eight minutes to complete a 

superb hat-trick.  

A superb free-flowing game between two good footballing sides made for excellent 

Boxing Day fare and underlined what a good competition and standard of football 

is to be found in the Unibond Premier. 

04/20 

 


