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10/01/06 TT No.155: Mike Latham - Spartans (East of Scotland League) in the 

Scottish Cup 3rd Round. 

Sat 7 Jan 2006, Scottish Cup 3rd Round: The Spartans FC 3-2 Queen’s Park. 

Attendance: 711. Admission: £10; 32pp programme: £1.50.  

The Spartans FC, to give the club its official title, created headlines in 2003/04 

when they reached the last sixteen of the Scottish Cup, defeating League 

opposition in Alloa and Arbroath before gallantly going out to SPL side Livingston.  

On a cold but clear afternoon in North Edinburgh they were at it again, following 

up a victory over Berwick with the scalp of Queen’s Park to earn another place in 

the last sixteen- this time at home to St Mirren.  

Formed in 1951 by two Edinburgh University players, Spartans play in the East of 

Scotland League and are the current champions of that competition. This year’s 

title defence will prove difficult though, as they have fulfilled only five league 

fixtures so far due to their success in cup competitions.  

A totally amateur set-up, Spartans have teams down through the age ranks to 

under 8s and have 450 young players registered. They are the focal point of the 

community in this impressive part of the city and shortly will boost their profile 

further.  

Plans are well underway to move 500 yards from their current City Park ground, 

located off Ferry Road just down the road from the impressive rugby grounds of 

Heriot’s and Stewart’s Melville, to a new venue at Ainslie Park. This will 

incorporate a ground with a 500-seat stand and floodlights and adjoining this will 

be one full-size and three small size floodlit artificial pitches. Named the Spartans 

Community Football Academy, the project has earned £1.4m funding from the City 

of Edinburgh and Sport Scotland and the Celtic manager, Gordon Strachan, is the 

Academy Patron.  

Spartans’ opponents, also an amateur side, have a rich heritage with ten Scottish 

Cup successes, though the last was in 1893. Having a good season in Scottish 

Division Three, the Spiders went into this tie hoping to cement a place in the last 

sixteen for the first time in two decades.  

City Park is a basic venue to say the least with steep sloping grass banking giving a 

feeling of being in an amphitheatre. There were two entrances where admission 

money was paid into biscuit tins and an excellent 32-page programme was a 

bargain £1.50.  Containing an informative section on the visitors and on Spartans’ 

new ground plans as well as good statistics and full colour photographs it was 

apparent that a great deal of effort had gone into the publication. Club officials 

were very friendly and the genuine welcome more than compensated for the, 

excuse the pun, Spartan facilities.  



With the old stand long condemned and knocked down, Spartans had a temporary 

146-seater stand for this tie with entry for an additional £5. Behind the stand was 

a mobile catering van and the dressing rooms, housed in temporary buildings. With 

no other cover on the ground the afternoon was mercifully dry.  

Though the visitors soon came to terms with the wickedly sloping pitch to take an 

early lead, Spartans equalised just before half-time and then capitalised on 

slipshod defending to take a 3-1 lead, before surviving an anxious last twenty 

minutes. It was a superb game, played in good spirit and though the large 

contingent of visiting fans saw their cup dreams disappear they took their 

disappointment in good heart. Proper football in a memorable setting made for a 

hugely enjoyable afternoon and one that will linger long in the memory. Even 

better, the 1pm kick-off allowed for a double header with Hibernian earning their 

place in the next round with a 6-0 pasting of Arbroath. Watching from the superbly 

appointed and modernised Easter Road, a couple of miles or so away, it was hard 

to believe that this was a match at the same stage of the competition. The 

contrast was stark but made the day out at Spartans even more special. 
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