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11/01/06 TT No.157: Mike Latham - Yorkshire Amateur (NCEL 1) 

Tue 10 Jan 2006: Northern Counties East League Division One, Yorkshire Amateur 

1-0 Rossington Main.  Attendance: 50 est.; Admission: £4; 16 pp programme: £1.  

FGIF Match Rating: 2*.  

Yorkshire Amateur play at Bracken Edge, a historic ground in the Harehills area of 

Leeds, situated just off the Wetherby Road to the north of the city. If you are 

unfamiliar with the area it is best to arm oneself with a map as the directions to 

the ground from the Wetherby Road on the last leg of the journey are considerably 

more complicated than those implied on the club and NCEL website.  

With traffic in the city comparatively light the journey up the A58 out of the 

centre was easy and on arrival it was gratifying to see the pitch was in good 

condition on a mild evening despite four NCEL scheduled cup-ties falling foul of 

water-logging. Located in a residential area, there is plenty of off-street parking 

and a small club car park.  

The welcome at the turnstile was warm and £4 secured admission with another £1 

spent on a 16-page programme which had a colourful front cover and contained 

some interesting statistics. The man behind the bar in the club house was helpful 

in passing over details of the two team line-ups. With the home side having 

conceded 11 goals without reply in their last two games and their visitors 12 in 

their last three, it was inevitable that a low scoring match would result.  

The only goal of a largely featureless game played in good spirit was scored by the 

home fullback with a 25-yard shot after only eleven minutes that flew past a 

startled goalkeeper. With the visitors resplendent in luminous orange jerseys they 

certainly looked as though they had been Tango’d.  

Amateur, who played at Elland Road before selling their lease to the newly-formed 

Leeds United in 1920, had several other home venues before taking over the 

Bracken Edge ground from Roundhay RUFC in 1930. The programme informs that 

they were the first British club to tour Latvia and Estonia in 1922 and also reached 

the semi-finals of the FA Amateur Cup in 1931/32. These days their ambitions are 

more modest and they focus on escaping from the lower reaches of the NCEL.  

Having lost their impressive grandstand in the aftermath of the Valley Parade fire, 

Amateur’s ground has fairy basic facilities: two covered standing areas and a club 

house and dressing rooms down one side and a small covered stand near the corner 

flag. The rest of the ground is open standing with several grass banking giving an 

elevated view. Tree-lined and backing on to housing on three sides of the ground 

with a small all-weather football pitch on the far side, the ground is well 

maintained and the pitch is in excellent condition- flat, well grassed and rolled. 

The floodlights from three towers on either side were excellent. There are 



obviously a number of hard-working volunteers that keep standards high at this 

friendly club.  

The tea bar just inside the club house sold an enterprising variety of hot food and 

drinks and the bar was also open throughout the evening. An enjoyable evening 

was spent in the company of the ‘Ammers.  
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