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23/01/06 TT No.165: Stephen Harris - Westfield (Sussex County League Division 

2) 

Saturday 21 January 2006; Westfield 1-1 Crawley Down; Sussex Division 2; att. 48, 

programme issued, admission £2. 

My seventy-third game of the current season and, I realise on arrival, the first I 

have travelled to by car. On this occasion my father has volunteered a lift from 

Battle station. He’s a Leyton Orient season ticket holder and a keen follower of 

Hastings United and has expressed an interest in this game as both of his teams are 

away. But on arrival he takes one look at the place, decides that “village football” 

is not for him and arranges to come back for me at 3.45pm. 

It is indeed a rather basic set-up. There are no floodlights and hard standing along 

just one side of the pitch. Both sides are railed, whilst the ends are tightly fenced 

with limited spectator possibilities. Access is possible from the north-west and 

south-west corners and most of the facilities are on this west side. There is a car-

parking area, a small tea bar, a rather cosy clubhouse and perhaps the tiniest 

dressing room block I have ever seen. In front of the clubhouse is a small and 

battered area of covered standing. Last time I visited this ground, there were some 

wooden benches here – but these have now gone. 

A small crowd gathers and everyone is very friendly and chatty; the gaggle of away 

supporters are grumbling about their long journey to what they consider an 

outpost of the Sussex League – all of one hour and fifteen minutes by road. My 

stomach is rumbling and I enquire about the barbeque which was in operation last 

time I was here. Apparently, that is only for Big Games. I confess to not having 

realised that the league fixture two years ago against Wealden fell into that 

category (although my records show the attendance that day to have been a 

bumper 78). 

The first half is a scrappy affair with goals seemingly a remote hope. Crawley Down 

are awarded a penalty which the home keeper acrobatically blocks and the 

rebound is launched into a distant back garden. The kick has to be re-taken but 

this time is put wide. The second half is better and Crawley are dominant but fall 

behind to another penalty kick. In time they equalise and the game ends all 

square. Not bad entertainment at all. 

A basic programme comes with entry. Match rating: 3*. 
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