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29/01/06 TT No.167: Mike Latham - Gresford Athletic (Cymru Alliance) 

Sat 28 Jan 2006: Cymru Alliance: Gresford Athletic 2-2 Llangefni Town. 

Attendance: 50 est.; Admission: £2; 60pp programme: £1; FGIF Match Rating: 3*. 

Gresford is a small village situated close to the A483 road that links Chester and 

Wrexham and parts of it are real picture postcard material. There is a striking duck 

pond and some lovely houses and on a beautiful winter’s afternoon, with the sun 

shining intently from a cloudless blue sky the village looked at its most picturesque 

and tranquil.  

On such a day it is hard to imagine that it was here in 1934 that Gresford was the 

scene of one of the worst mining disasters in British history when 264 men lost 

their lives.  

The history of the present day Gresford Athletic FC stretches back only to 1946 

though there was a previous team in the village in the 1920s. They play at a 

splendidly appointed recreational ground in the centre of the village that is owned 

by the Gresford Trust.  On the trust land there are several other sports catered for 

including cricket and bowls and the village community centre serves also as the 

dressing rooms and tea bar for the football club. A children’s party was taking 

place at the same time in an adjoining room and seemed to have attracted an 

attendance similar in size to those tempted out for this Cymru Alliance encounter.  

The football pitch is railed off and has a small 60-seater stand that straddles the 

halfway line on the far side adjoining the main road that runs through the village. 

The dug-outs are on the near side and the teams and match officials have to walk 

across part of the cricket field from their dressing rooms for the game.  

Admission was only £2 and a splendid 60-page programme was only £1. Packed full 

of interesting statistics, match reports, pen pictures and general articles on the 

Cymru Alliance and other Welsh feeder leagues it also contained several pages of 

good jokes and is clearly a labour of love for its compiler, Chas Rowland. It is an 

outstanding effort. Gresford also have an excellent club website which shows what 

can be done with a bit of effort and enterprise.  

The only drawback to the programme was that, as is the modern trend, the two 

squads are listed with no numbers. An easy remedy is to have a notice board at the 

entrance with the two line-ups for those spectators interested in the numbers of 

the players who they are actually watching. This would save harassed club officials 

from having to respond to requests for a team-sheet and having to explain that 

everyone was doing their own jobs and was far too busy to assist. Fortunately, a 

most helpful official from the visitors, who has obliged before, came up with the 

necessary information.  

Most of the spectators gather down the nearside touchline either side of the dug-

outs so the sprinkling of onlookers positioned elsewhere had a busy afternoon as 



makeshift ball-boys, retrieving the ball from the vast open spaces of the recreation 

ground.  The pitch was well grassed and fairly flat but several players, usually 

when they had mis-kicked, were heard to utter oaths about the quality of the 

surface. Unusually the pitch runs west to east so the goalkeeper behind the goal 

nearest the village hall had troubles with the bright setting sun.  

Despite winning five games away from home Gresford had found a home victory 

elusive all season and despite twice taking the lead had to settle for their fourth 

draw in ten home games. The visitors created the best chances in a highly 

competitive and eventful game but after being denied a stonewall penalty on the 

hour when their substitute was upended by the home goalkeeper after a one-on-

one grew increasingly frustrated at the injustices of life. They played the final few 

minutes with ten men after losing their centre half to a second yellow card.  

In bad weather the ground’s lack of cover will make it a less attractive proposition 

for spectators, but on a perfect winter’s afternoon the Clappers Lane ground 

looked at its best. The tea bar did brisk business selling hot drinks, sweets and 

home-made scones though those seeking the usual football fare of pies and hot 

dogs were to be disappointed. Maintained to a high standard and clearly respected 

by the locals with no obvious signs of vandalism the Gresford Trust land is an 

enviable community asset with the football ground as its centrepiece. Though it is 

hard to imagine them rising further in the Welsh pyramid the ground is perfectly 

adequate for the Cymru Alliance and this was a most worthwhile and interesting 

visit. 
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