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06/02/06 TT No.172: Stephen Harris - Desborough Town (United Counties 

League Premier Division)  

Saturday 4 February 2006; Desborough Town 1-3 Yaxley; UCL Premier; att. c.62, 

programme issued, admission £3.50 

I found myself with spare time in Kettering on Saturday, with a wide choice of 

fixtures in the area and opted to visit Desborough, just 15 minutes away by bus. 

The towering corner floodlights of the Waterworks Field ground are immediately 

obvious as you enter this small Northamptonshire town – just as well really as there 

is precious little else to detain you here. The George did serve a reasonable pint 

however and I was able to stock up on some excellent pies from the family butcher 

on the main street. 

The ground is fabulously ram-shackle; a real connoisseur’s special. The turnstiles 

lead in to a covered end. The central section of this is an ancient and battered 

corrugated iron box, painted dark blue and with a rather narrow opening through 

which to watch the action. It feels more like a birdwatching hide than a football 

terrace. Alongside this is a more modern cover surrounding the entrance itself, by 

the corner flag. Fifty percent of the crowd stood here, not venturing more than 

twenty feet from the entrance. The side to the left of the entrance has cover over 

a gentle gravel slope, extending almost to the halfway line. Sitting astride the 

halfway line is a very old wooden stand. This has five rows of wooden bench seats 

and is in a poor state of repair, with the roof noticeably slumped at one end. 

Beyond here is a shallow open terrace made of bricks and rubble. The far end and 

the other side are uncovered, with a rail and concrete walkway. A marvellous 

place for stadium addicts like me, but I hope the health and safety people don’t 

have reason to visit. On the basis of what is there today, it is inconceivable how 

8,000 people once apparently attended a game here against Kettering Town. 

Immediately outside the ground is the Ar Tarn Social Club, busy with people 

watching the televised Welsh Sports game from Twickenham. Hot food and drinks 

were available from here at half time.  

Yaxley totally dominated a scrappy first half going ahead on the half hour through 

a penalty and following this up with a long-range effort a few minutes later. 

Desborough picked up in the second half to make a game of it, eventually pulling 

one back with five minutes to go. But Yaxley scored a third almost immediately 

after to make the game safe and leave Desborough looking nervously at the league 

table.  

A programme with all the basics sold for a sensible 50p and Issue 1 of the UCL 

News was available for a further 50p. Match Rating 3*. 
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