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12/02/06 TT No.175: Mike Latham - Squires Gate (NWCL) in FAV5  

Saturday 11 Feb 2006. FA Vase 5th Round: Squires Gate 2-1 Newcastle Benfield. 

Attendance: 146; Admission: £6; 44pp programme: £1.50; FGIF Match Rating: 3*.  

Squires Gate enjoyed the biggest day in their history, moving into the last eight of 

the FA Vase with a hard-fought victory over their Northern League opponents.  

Situated in Marton, between Blackpool and Lytham St Annes and close to Blackpool 

airport Squires Gate’s School Road ground backs on to neighbouring Wren Rovers, 

once in the NWCL and now in the West Lancashire League. Blackpool Mechanics’ 

ground, off Jepson Way, is a five minutes’ walk away.  

The main approach to the ground, situated in a semi-rural location despite being 

only a short drive from J4 of the M55 motorway, is up a narrow lane that also leads 

to the local school. The ground is rather basic but there is everything in place for 

the club’s requirements, considering their usual crowds are around the 50 or 60-

mark. They are now in their third season of NWCL division one football having been 

elected to that league originally in 1991. Prior to that Gate (formed in 1948) 

played in the Blackpool & District League and the Fylde District League before 

spending thirty years in the West Lancashire League.  

There is a small but well-appointed club house by the entrance, an excellent tea 

bar manned by very friendly staff that did a roaring trade on a bitterly cold day 

(despite not having the football staple of pies on the menu) and a trio of small 

covered stands, two either side of the halfway line on the club house side and the 

third in the corner behind the goal at right angles to the club house. On the far 

side of the ground, along the touchline behind the dug outs another small cover, 

this time with no seating accommodation, provides further respite from the 

elements.  This side of the ground is extremely tight with very little room for other 

than one line of spectators. The rest of the ground is open flat standing behind the 

perimeter fence though there is a small grassed bank behind the near side goal.  

The Squires Gate manager had been on BBC Radio Lancashire during the week 

outlining the build-up. He expressed his concern that about ten of his side were 

soon to be involved in an important local Sunday League game, five players each 

on opposing sides and worried about the prospect of injuries disrupting their Vase 

campaign. That is a worry for the future as Gate scored early on and after Benfield 

equalised with a penalty sealed the tie with a close-range goal midway through the 

second half. The game was played in an excellent spirit and was hard fought and 

competitive throughout.  

With the Nantwich-Buxton Vase tie falling foul of a frozen pitch a good number of 

travellers re-routed to the Fylde coast and the visitors brought around 80 

supporters with them to help create a good atmosphere. Taking that into account 

Gate must have been disappointed with the paying gate and response from the 



local people especially as Blackpool FC were away from home. This is a friendly 

club with good basic facilities and a visit here is stress-free and enjoyable.  
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