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19/02/06 TT No.181: Paul Roth - Hatfield Town (Herts Senior County League 

Premier Division)  

Hatfield Town vs. Elliott Star, HSCLP, Sat 18th Feb, Res: 3-1, Attendance: 70ish, 

Programme 12 pages given away free.  

Before I start my short résumé regarding yesterday's game at Hatfield, I cannot 

continue without mentioning the fact that I had tried, for the third time, to visit 

Codicote FC. Once again, I arrived at the end of Bury Lane to find, for the third 

occasion, their home game "OFF". In the NLP it gives the result as a 3-0 home win 

in their Aubrey cup tie against Sarratt but I assure the reader that this game was 

switched to the away side's ground. I give up! I shall now only ever consider a visit 

there before the end of August or after the 1st of May!!   

Wise now to "Codicote", I had a back-up in mind, so it was swiftly down the A1M to 

Hatfield for their home game with Elliott Star, in the Herts. Senior league Prem 

Division. Their ground is to be found to the rear of the Birchwood Leisure complex, 

a place that would quite definitely put me off getting fit if I really needed to. In 

fact, the whole town of Hatfield doesn't do a lot for me.  

The ground itself is fully railed off but apart from goal nets and corner flags there 

is nothing else there, barring the complex building itself. Initially I was told that 

there might not be a programme as the "printer had broken" (where have I heard 

that one before?), but was pleasantly enamoured when one did arrive after about 

half an hour's play. A pretty good 12 pager this with a colour cover and lots of 

relevant news. The chap who handed me this asked if I travelled around a lot ,but 

was horrified when I explained that I went somewhere different each week .He 

then amazingly enquired if I was staying in the town overnight as he deemed 

Margate (98 miles hence) to be a terrific distance.  

Luckily the game was pretty eventful with some cracking goals. Hatfield took the 

lead with a superb free kick that bent into the top of the Elliott Star net, and for 

once I was in just the right spot to appreciate the "bend". Two up at half time, the 

home side continued to dominate proceedings after the interval and went further 

ahead midway through the second half, and could have added more to their 

account with better finishing. The visitors got one back with a last gasp solo effort 

from their no.10.  

For the record, a cafeteria backs onto the ground, situated in the sports complex, 

and all the usual hot and cold snacks are available therein.  

A dismal place enlivened by a good game of football and a programme when I 

didn't think I was going to get one, so a FGIF rating of 3* - just! 

04/20  

 


