
TT0506-188 

 

27/02/06 TT No.188: Mick Burt - Mersea Island (Essex and Suffolk Border 

League First Division)  

Saturday 25 February 2006; Essex & Suffolk Border League First Division; MERSEA 

ISLAND (1) 4 BRADFIELD ROVERS (1) 2; Programme issued without charge; 

Attendance: 20. 

The usual Friday evening calm (joke for those who know me) went right out of the 

window on 24 February when I got negative vibes re the prospects of play - fully 

justified as it turned out - from East Dean and Pegasus Juniors. Welsh clubs 

Cwmffrwdoer Sports and Coed Eva were far from certain to play although both did, 

AFC Bargoed was probably on but this was the one week they hadn't issued, and 

Cambrian & Clydach were actually away to Cwmbran Celtic and not at home to 

them. I eventually got the Ettington secretary to admit that they don't issue, and 

the curse of the groundhopper (i.e. answerphones) came into play at Wolves 

Development, Buckhurst Hill, and Tring Corinthians. Pressing on regardless, I got 

no answer from Spencer Youth or Newport Corinthians and while Sleaford were 

confident, the person who may have driven me there didn't fancy the temporary 

ground (and I can see his point). So, it looked like Chelmsford City which I had 

been "saving" for a midweek or Bank holiday game.  That is until I contacted the 

intrepid Len Spierenburg who kindly informed me that Essex & Suffolk Border 

League club Mersea Island were issuing a programme and that their game against 

Bradfield Rovers was certain to go ahead. 

Climbing down from the ceiling, I rushed to the PC in order to research bus times 

from Colchester to West Mersea. More joy as a half hourly service from Colchester 

Bus station only took around half an hour to get to this quaint corner of Essex. 

On arriving at my destination there was plenty of time to mooch around and take 

in the bracing sea air before heading off to the match. There was barely a cloud in 

the sky but the predicted north-easterly wind almost cut one in half. I hailed down 

Super Len as he drove into town, so off we went for a cup of tea on the "front" 

before making our way to the Glebe Sports Ground. 

What a tremendous club Mersea Island are. We were made so welcome it was 

incredible. The people running the club are really great - we were given 

complimentary hot drinks on arrival, the programme inserts were being run off as 

we arrived in the clubhouse, and to round it off we were invited to use the home 

dugout to get out of the wind.  

The game itself was excellent with both sides doing well to keep the ball generally 

on the deck in the windy conditions. Mersea took the lead after nine seconds but 

Bradfield hit back to equalise and enjoyed a good spell leading up to the break 

during which they hit the post. After the break Mersea twice hit the woodwork 

before netting three times in sixteen minutes to go 4-1 up. Bradfield gave the 

score an air of respectability with a last-minute free kick. 



Highlights of an outstanding day though were the ultra-quick comments and jokes 

that came from substitute/coach Gary Huggins and Player/assistant Manager Tony 

Lee who shared the dugout with us from time to time. These chaps provided us 

with great entertainment and epitomise the game at this level to me. If a chance 

comes to watch this club away from home on a ground I have yet to visit, I shall 

certainly take the opportunity!  
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