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TT No.201: Mike Latham - Sat 25 Mar 2006; NCEL Premier League: Pickering 

Town 0-1 Buxton. Attendance: 300est; Admission: £4; 40pp programme: £1; FGIF 

Match Rating: 4*. 

In my experience the NCEL can be very mixed in quality but the meeting of two of 

the top sides, including league leaders Buxton, on a pleasant spring-like afternoon 

in North Yorkshire proved compelling viewing.  

Pickering is a picturesque North Yorkshire town not far from the horse training 

centre of Malton and only half-an-hour’s drive from York and the Pikes’ 

atmospheric Mill Lane home, situated just behind the BP garage on the main road 

from Malton leading into the town is easily found with plenty of parking close by.  

Shared with cricket and the town’s bowls club, the football ground is effectively 

three-sided though a neat white post and rail fence has been erected along the far 

side near the cricket square. The pavilion is shared by all three establishments and 

contains an excellent bar, with two real ales on hand pump, and an outstanding 

tea bar including a mouth-watering array of pies.  

The Pickering club clearly has the benefit of a large amount of volunteer workers 

to help assist the football side, who reached the last eight of the FA Vase this 

season. The ground is maintained to a high standard with no evidence of vandalism 

and this is an excellent ground to view what was a good standard of football.  

Pickering have two small seated stands, one behind the goal on the Mill Lane side, 

the other slightly elevated and straddling the halfway line behind the dug-outs. 

There is also a covered standing area behind the far goals at the clubhouse end.  

The club’s programme is a splendid 40-page effort and it was noticeable that the 

Buxton pen pictures had been updated to include all their recent signings as they 

mount their title push. To further enhance the experience for the paying spectator 

the team line-ups are pinned up at several points around the ground and are 

further announced clearly via the excellent PA system.  

On a well grassed but soft pitch, that undulates down from the cricket field and 

also slopes slightly towards the pavilion, the standard of play was excellent with 

both sides attempting to play neat, constructive football. The skills of Pickering 

player-manager Alex Mathie and the visitors’ well-travelled veteran forward David 

Reeves were to be admired.  

Play was very even, the home side striking the bar just before half-time, the 

visitors just after. But as the game wore on Buxton, backed by a large travelling 

support, gained control of the game encouraged by a stream of constructive 

coaching comments from their experienced manager Nicky Law and his assistant, 

the former Derbyshire CCC wicket-keeper and Chesterfield goalkeeper Chris 

Marples. Just seven minutes remained when they scored the only goal of a tight 



game, Shaun Doxey netting the rebound from a Mark Reed free-kick parried by the 

home ‘keeper.  

This was a splendid game of football in picturesque surroundings on a mild, spring-

like afternoon with the 300-strong crowd thoroughly enjoying the action and 

behaving impeccably. Mill Lane comes highly recommended and ticks all the boxes 

as far as I am concerned.  
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