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TT No.204: Mike Latham - Tue 28 Mar 2006; Birmingham Senior Cup Semi-Final: 

Stourbridge 5-0 Moor Green; Attendance: 339; Admission: £5; Match Programme: 

32pp: £1.20; FGIF Match Rating: 4*. 

Entering the Stourbridge War Memorial Athletic Ground through an imposing 

archway off the main road gives a feeling of impending excitement and, once 

inside, the venerable old ground does not disappoint. Under floodlights the vast 

area of the football and cricket ground looks tremendous and the three-sided 

football ground (the fourth side adjoins the main square of the cricket ground and 

is fenced off) is wonderfully atmospheric.  

A small main stand, with wings either side for standing spectators on old fashioned 

terracing straddles the halfway line and behind the far goal is a well-lit covered 

terrace. The nearside goal used to have a small covered stand behind it but is now 

open standing. The large clubhouse is located at this end, housing a well-stocked 

club shop, a large bar area and an excellent tea bar with a vast array of goodies on 

sale at ridiculously cheap prices. In the gathering gloom beyond the magnificent 

cricket pavilion is a brooding presence. The cricket club was founded in 1848 and 

the ground was once a regular venue for county cricket. The football club moved 

there in 1888 and there was once an athletics club based at the site.  

Located in Amblecote, about a quarter of a mile from Stourbridge town centre on 

the road to Dudley and Wolverhampton, the ground’s three-sided nature will 

preclude Stourbridge FC from progressing much further up the pyramid. But they 

are having a tremendous season in the Midland Alliance and are vying for the title 

together with Malvern Town, Romulus and Chasetown. The Birmingham Senior Cup 

had already produced some great results so far, with Stourbridge disposing of 

Birmingham City and Burton Albion and they reached the final of the competition 

for the first time in 30 years with this resounding win over their Conference North 

opponents.  

There was a tremendous atmosphere generated from the 300plus crowd and 

Stourbridge played some great attacking football, particularly in the first half, as 

they built a 4-0 interval lead. Their prolific striker Martin Bellingham wrapped up 

the night with a fifth late on. A serving policeman, he apparently quite often has 

to be substituted in night games so he can leave the ground and begin his shift.  

Moor Green, who have been enjoying a decent season in much more exalted 

company, seemed shell-shocked by the way Stourbridge attacked constantly in the 

first half and it was a bad night for them that at least their travelling supporters 

took in good heart. But their defence was awful at times, though they could have 

few complaints about the quality of the second goal- a screaming left-foot volley 

on the turn by Andy Wright.  

The programme was packed with interesting editorial, including a travellers’ tales 

style article from Dave Gorton on his recent journeys around the football world 



and an excellent round-up of the local non-league scene and good statistics. It was 

excellent value for £1.20 and the typeface is very small on some pages as there is 

so much information to cram in. Club officials were very friendly and appeared 

amazed that someone should travel over 100 miles to watch their team. But the 

long journey on a mild but damp evening was well worthwhile and it was just a 

source of regret that I had not visited in daylight as the potential for good scenic 

photographs is terrific. A long delay on the M6 northbound near Stafford, due to 

road-works, was the only frustration of another memorable evening. 
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