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TT No.236: Mike Latham - Sat 29 Apr 2006: Northern Counties East League Div. 

One- Retford United 2-2 Parkgate. Attendance: 402; Admission: £4; 32pp-

programme with 4pp insert £1; FGIF Match Rating: 3*. 

The small market town of Retford is perhaps most famous as being the birthplace 

of the much-loved Nottinghamshire and England batsman Derek Randall but 

gradually the town’s football club are putting themselves firmly on the map.  

Retford United, established only in 1987, went into their final league game of the 

season needing a win to secure promotion to the NCEL Premier Division and 

achieve the highest level of football ever reached by a Retford club.  

Easily reached off the A1, Retford is a pleasant place to visit and the giant 

Morrison’s supermarket occupies the site of the old football ground that was used 

prior to their recent move to an out of town site in a rural location.  

It is quite evident that a huge amount of work has already gone in to transform 

what was an agricultural site into a football ground with considerable potential. 

There is a large club house, large car park and the statutory hard standing around 

a perimeter fence. To achieve promotion, the club have a small new seated stand 

that will soon be opened and excellent floodlights.  

By running an amazing 25 junior teams and two senior towns Retford United are a 

huge community asset and clearly a club on the up. There was a vibrant if tense 

atmosphere before the game on a beautiful sunny afternoon and a terrific crowd of 

402 awaited the action.  

The programme was a good effort with lots of interesting club information and 

excellent photographs together with a four-page season review by the manager 

added as an insert. The excellent catering facilities and well-appointed club rooms 

make this an ideal ground at which to arrive early. And the club earn full marks by 

displaying the two teams on a noticeboard near the entrance as well as having a 

good ‘tannoy’ system.   

Surrounded by fields and with pleasant rolling countryside in the distance there 

can be few more peaceful locations for a football ground and the locals were very 

friendly and keen to chat about the achievements of their side. The only worry was 

that a fire started in the distance early in the game and by the second half huge 

clouds of black smoke were billowing up into the distant sky.  

The pitch was well grassed but extremely firm and counted against good passing 

football. Parkgate looked the better side for much of a tense and fiercely fought 

game and twice took the lead, the second goal coming from the penalty spot after 

a home player was dismissed for violent conduct. Retford equalised for a second 

time in the dying minutes but could not force a winner. However, with their 

nearest rivals, Gedling Town, losing 0-3 at home to champions Carlton Town they 

were promoted anyway sparking large celebrations at the final whistle.  



With further ambitious plans in the pipeline, including the 250-seater stand, 

floodlit all-weather training area and further youth team pitches Cannon Park will 

be an interesting place to visit in the future as the Badgers seek to climb further 

up the football pyramid.   
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