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TT No.237: Mike Latham - Mon 1 May 2006: Unibond Premier League Play-Off 

Semi-Final: Marine 0-1 Farsley Celtic. Attendance: 477; Admission: £7; 32pp-

programme: £1.50; FGIF Match Rating: 3*.   

Marine’s Rossett Park is something of an oasis in the residential area of Crosby and 

Blundellsands, north of Liverpool. Surrounded by tightly packed streets of houses, 

with every inch made use of, it is a wonderful three-sided ground, oozing with 

character.  

A friend of mine, who lives two streets away, explained just how important Rossett 

Park is to maintaining the balance in the community. As long as it is not swallowed 

into yet another residential development it will maintain the balance of the area, 

he feels. Just 200 yards or so inland from the sea it can be a cold ground to visit in 

winter but in the warm sunshine of the first day in May the ground looked a 

picture.  

I had not been to see Marine’s home ground for over 20 years but the mouth-

watering clash with Farsley Celtic made this un-missable. The changes since my 

last visit were there for all to see. There is a splendidly appointed cantilever stand 

with small standing terrace in front behind the near-side goal and a new cover had 

been erected along the one standing side. At the far end, which backs onto 

gardens of adjoining houses, the terraces had been concreted with new crush 

barriers erected. The other side of the ground houses the dug-outs behind which 

huge netting attempts to stop stray clearances from going into nearby gardens. 

There was the bizarre sight of Carl Serrant, once of Newcastle United, lining up a 

Farsley corner while several local kids bounced happily on a trampoline in a garden 

just a few yards away.  

Marine is an extremely friendly club and the ground makes the traveller feel at 

home straight away. There is a social club, an excellent snack bar and a club shop 

that must be just about the best around with a massive array of old programmes 

and other souvenirs. Despite the game being arranged at short notice a superb 32-

page programme, fully up-to-date with the dramatic events of two days previously 

had been produced. Packed with statistics and thought-provoking articles it was an 

outstanding effort.  

Farsley have impressed me as one of the best passing teams in the Unibond, the 

silky skills of their midfield player, Amjad Iqbal, being especially noteworthy. On a 

well grassed though hard pitch they dominated the game and eventually decided 

the issue with a late goal by their substitute, Simeon Barbrook. It was a well 

contested, fascinating and flowing game played in bright sunshine and it was 

noticeable that many Marine supporters stayed to applaud Farsley off the pitch 

despite their disappointment.  

Marine is certainly at the heart of the community, just a stone throw’s away from 

the impressive Merchant Taylors’ School and they will surely challenge again next 



season. Their new manager, Alvin McDonald, has done a splendid job in his first 

season after replacing Roly Howard, the longest serving manager in non-league 

history and a fixture at the club for over 30 years. They played good, constructive 

football but on this occasion were second best to an excellent Farsley side.  

This was a superb afternoon’s entertainment in pleasant surroundings and a trip to 

Marine FC is very worthwhile. 
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