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TT No.252: Mike Latham - Thurs 18 May 2006: Westmorland League Div. 1. 

Windermere SC 4-1 Kendal Town Res. Attendance: 20 head/count; No programme 

or admission charge. FGIF Match Rating: 2*. 

Staring at the dregs of the season in the fixture tea cup the Westmorland League 

fixture between Kendal County and Ambleside seemed the obvious choice despite 

another day of strong winds and heavy rain in the north-west. But a quick check on 

the Westmorland League’s excellent website at 5pm revealed that the game was 

off and would be played at Ambleside next Tuesday- the final game of the league’s 

season.  

That left just one game remaining and a hasty decision was taken to travel up a 

rain lashed M6 motorway to J36 and then along the A591, by-passing Kendal, to the 

Queen’s Park home of Windermere SC. My travelling companion was far from 

happy- not only does he detest going to games with no programme, he has a 

golden rule not to watch reserve teams. But desperate measures were the order of 

the day.  

The Windermere secretary was most helpful on the telephone, confirming the 

game was definitely on and giving precise directions to the ground. Upon entering 

the one-way system in the town, turn left just before the Co-op, go as far as you 

can up Oak Street, park up and walk over the bridge to the ground. It worked to 

perfection and at 6.40pm, five minutes before the scheduled kick-off time we 

joined a few other observers at the pleasant, if rather rudimentary, home ground 

of Windermere SC.  

Kendal Town may have got promotion from the Unibond First Division, and 

deservedly so on the excellence of their football this season, but the last game of 

the season for their reserves seemed to have little importance to the club. They 

fielded just ten players and in the pre-match kick about the players seemed more 

concerned in discussing the venue for their end of season night out than the tactics 

to be employed. By the way, Newcastle (presumably upon-Tyne rather than under-

Lyme) won the day. 

Shared with cricket, the Queens Park ground is an open green space in a pleasant 

location with views of distant mountains. A sparkling stream runs behind one goal 

and a grassed bank down one side offers the best vantage point though a conker 

tree on the far side gives the best shelter from the prevailing winds. The pitch, 

undulating, well grassed for the most part but bare in patches, was simply dreadful 

and a small delay was necessitated in the first half while one of the linesmen 

removed a deposit from one of the local canine population from near the penalty 

spot.  

There is a small social club alongside the dressing rooms in a building that must 

double as the cricket pavilion but this appeared to be occupied by the local hockey 

club for a meeting and no refreshments were available throughout the evening.  



Mercifully, the weather remaining mostly dry despite hollering black clouds as a 

typical end-of-season encounter was played out. At a disadvantage from the start 

Kendal’s numbers were further reduced by the sending-off of one of their ten men 

late in the game, by which time the home side were comfortably in front. 

Windermere SC, whose light blue and white striped shirts are stylish, finished 

fourth in the Westmorland League as a result- a statistic which means there are 

only three better teams than they in the competition. Hmm. 
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