
TT0506-256 

 

TT No.256: Mick Burt - SATURDAY 20 MAY - SHROPSHIRE COUNTY PREMIER LEAGUE 

- (PREMIER DIVISION); WELLINGTON AMATEURS (5) 8 CLEE HILL UNITED (0) 1; 

Programme: 24 glossy pages 50p; ATT: 47; MATCH RATING: 3. 

At this stage of the season with teams winding down, it is sometimes a risky 

business picking out fixtures that are worth attending, particularly if distance 

travel is involved. On Saturday I accompanied Andy Molden to Telford (journey 

time from Oxford under two hours) to watch the Shropshire County Premier League 

(Premier Division) fixture between Wellington Amateurs (needing to win by a six 

goal margin to clinch the runners-up slot but needing Morda to beat Broseley at the 

same time) and Clee Hill United (who needed to win to stand a chance of finishing 

bottom but one!).  

The visitors had not played for a couple of weeks, but to their credit turned up 

with the full quota of players plus a couple of subs and gave it their all. However, 

going 3-0 down in the opening 11 minutes wasn't the best of starts, particularly 

against a Wellington side that included several players who have played at a higher 

level. A 5-0 interval lead for the home side then was increased to an 8-1 victory 

after the break, but to their credit Clee Hill never gave up and could have had a 

couple of more goals themselves. Thus, Wellington were left to await the result 

from Morda to see if they had been successful in their quest for runners-up medals. 

After a night and morning of rain, the pitch was quite wet in places but that's far 

better than playing on a rock hard, grassless surface in my view! 

With Wellington secretary Dan Braddock posting some match day information on 

The Football Traveller Message Board the day before the game, it was apparent 

that here was a club actually looking forward to an invasion of "groundhoppers" 

and sure enough, a tea bar was operative from a very early hour and a delightful, 

professionally printed programme (a fairly regular issue) sold for a ludicrously 

cheap 50p. 

The interesting thing about the School Grove venue in Oakengates is that the 

previous incumbent, Oakengates Town, suddenly upped sticks last season and left 

in order to play their home games at the Oakengates Athletic Stadium, changing 

the club name to Oakengates Athletic in the process.  Wellington Amateurs have 

taken out an initial five-year lease on the ground which is hemmed in by banking, 

trees and bushes on all four sides, and having made considerable improvements to 

the set-up already, the club are looking to further improve all aspects of the 

facilities on offer. 

Taking everything into account this was a very enjoyable day out, and for our last 

game of the season we move on to Shifnal for Saturday May 27 where Shifnal 

United are hosting Meole Brace in the Shropshire County Premier League. Kick-off 

is at ONE O'CLOCK due to Shifnal's presentation evening being held later in the day, 

and I am assured that a programme will be issued for the match.  
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