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TT No.258: Mike Latham - Thursday 25 May 2006: Wade Associates Northern 

Alliance Premier Division. Northbank Carlisle 3-2 Blyth Town. Admission: free; 

44pp programme: £1; FGIF Match Rating: 3*. 

Formed in 1970 Northbank Carlisle FC have achieved the charter standards of the 

FA and currently field 20 teams right through the age-groups, including three girls’ 

sides.  

Their secretary was most helpful in fielding a call confirming the fixture and kindly 

faxed a detailed map to locate the ground, behind Carlisle Castle at the impressive 

Sheepmount Sports Complex in the centre of the historic border city.  

What a complex it is, with an athletics track, and sports hall and football pitches 

stretching as far as the eye can see. It’s hard to believe that you are close to the 

city-centre, such is the feeling of open space and tranquillity. Two of the pitches 

are neatly railed-off with dug-outs, one is home to Carlisle City FC, the other to 

Northbank.  

Having witnessed the league cup and challenge cup finals in this league in the last 

fortnight- two excellent games between Team Northumbria and Carlisle City, both 

at Haydon Bridge, the Northern Alliance gave a good impression for the quality of 

the football and the camaraderie of its participants.  

Though this was the last match of the season for both sides, this was a splendid 

game. Leaving Blyth at 4.30pm in a variety of cars, the visitors did well to muster 

a full team and three subs while Northbank were to be observed conducting a most 

impressive pre-match warm-up routine long before the scheduled 6-45pm kick-off.  

A number of travellers had ventured to see Northbank the previous Saturday, and 

were rewarded by a 6-2 win over Easington while Carlisle City played out a 0-0 

draw on an adjoining pitch. Another half a dozen football traveller’s witnessed this 

fixture and they were rewarded by a splendid game on a dry and mild evening.  

The commitment of both sets of players was admirable and the standard of play 

excellent. Blyth, understandably beginning slowly after their long journey, trailed 

0-1 at half-time but then scored two goals in the first six minutes of the second 

half. But Northbank finished their season with a flourish, scoring twice, the winner 

coming from a substitute.  

Club officials were welcoming and very friendly, inviting us back to the after-game 

buffet and refreshments at the St Nicholas Arms on London Road, the club’s HQ. 

To their huge credit the club produced a magnificent 44-page colour programme- a 

fantastic effort that puts clubs at a higher level to shame. The ground is 

rudimentary- just a post and rail fence and two dug-outs with both goals screened 

by lines of mature trees and no shelter from the elements and no refreshments. 

But the friendly welcome and good quality of the football more than made up for 

that.  



Northbank also have a superb website, which gives a great amount of detail about 

the club. It is a fine effort and again puts many other clubs to shame. Long-term 

they aim to develop their own ground and aspire to Northern League football but 

for the moment are content to be one of the leading lights in the Northern 

Alliance. A visit to this friendly and progressive club comes recommended.   
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