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28/08/05 TT No.28: Mike Latham - Ramsbottom Utd (NWCL)  

Sunday 28 Aug 2005; FA Cup Preliminary Round- Ramsbottom United 3-1 Marske 

United (att. 220est)  

The Riverside Ground at Ramsbottom is an idyllic spot to watch football on a 

pleasant summer afternoon and a number of travellers and visiting Marske 

supporters swelled the crowd for the unusual Sunday afternoon kick-off.  

Ramsbottom is a small mill town near Bury in Lancashire and is about a mile off J1 

of the M66 motorway in the middle of some spectacular countryside.  

The ground is situated in the bottom of a valley close to the town centre and next 

to the station on the East Lancashire railway line. Two steam trains passed behind 

one goal during the game.  

The football club adjoins the cricket club with its excellent facilities and ornate 

pavilion. Ramsbottom CC play in the Lancashire League and a second team match 

was in progress.  

Located adjoining the railway line after turning up by the side of a paper mill the 

football ground is in a picturesque setting and the facilities are excellent and club 

officials friendly and welcoming.  

A well-appointed tea bar with a railway cabin style seating plan served pie and 

peas and hot drinks out of pot mugs and was well frequented. But the peas ran out 

early in the afternoon prompting the enquiry from one traveller of 'Who ate all the 

peas'.  

Admission was only £5 (£2 concessions) and a 48-page programme with full colour 

cover incorporating the NWCL newsletter was a bargain £1. The announcer gave 

the teams out the before kick-off and helpfully again at half time.  

There are three separate covered stands at the ground, one behind the goals 

opposite the railway end for standing spectators and two smaller ones behind the 

home dug-out opposite the club house and tea bar. The River Irwell flows behind 

these stands.  One of the stands has seats and gives an excellent view of the 

action. The rest of the ground allows standing behind the perimeter fence. The 

playing pitch was in good condition and the ground had been painted and 

maintained to a high standard.  There was a large car park behind the cricket 

pavilion with further parking around the cricket field. 

  

Ramsbottom led 2-0 at half-time after two opportunist strikes by striker Steve 

Macdonald. Marske, from the Northern League, enjoyed their best spell of the 

game immediately after the break and pulled a goal back through Edward Hebbron 



only for home sub Keiron Fletcher to settle matters with a header 20 minutes from 

time.  

A visit to Ramsbottom comes highly recommended.  
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