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19/09/05 TT No.49: Stephen Harris - Southall (CCL)  

Sunday 18 September 2005; Southall 2-3 Wroxham; FA Vase; Attendance: 60, 

programme issued; Admission: £5. 

Despite having been finalists in both the FA Amateur Cup and the FA Vase - the 

latter as recently as 1986 - Southall remain one of London's more obscure and least 

supported clubs. They gave up their large and crumbling Western Road ground in 

1992 and have spent the last 12 years in exile, playing on a variety of 

Buckinghamshire grounds in front of ever-dwindling crowds. But this season they 

have returned to Southall, playing home games at The Warren (Yeading FC), whilst 

harbouring plans to develop a new community sports ground of their own. 

I was half expecting to see some ground improvements following Yeading's 

lucrative FA Cup run of last season, but this was not the case. In fact, the place 

was looking a bit tatty, with the perimeter fence down at one point and weeds 

invading the pathway around the far side. The handful of loyal Southall supporters 

were supplemented today by a few away fans and a gathering of groundhoppers, 

around 80 in total. 

Southall have a reputation for being a hard, physical side and that was certainly 

true today. It was interesting to see that their pre-match warm-up routine 

included practice at shouting 'our ball ref' and they gave the officials a pretty 

tough time throughout the game. Wroxham had a few ball players amongst their 

line-up, so we were anticipating an interesting game with a contrast in styles. The 

general feeling was that strength would win out in the end, but this was not to be 

the case. The pivotal moment was the successful conversion of a penalty by 

Wroxham at the beginning of the second half to put them 2-1 up, a lead they 

managed to hold on to. 

A match programme was to be included with admission, but these did not arrive 

until shortly before kick-off, when we had the rather un-edifying spectacle of 

around 40 spectators scrambling to get hold of a copy. There were actually plenty 

to go around, but I guess we had all been in the situation where the programmes 

finally arrive and it turns out that only a dozen or so have been printed. In fact, 

they were so poor in quality that most were chucked away within a few minutes 

anyway. 
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