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25/09/05 TT No.55: Mike Latham - Salford City (NWCL)  

Sat 24 Sep 2005, FA Cup 2Q; Salford City 1-0 Gateshead (att.- 213) 

Simon Inglis's brilliant book, 'Played in Manchester' (English Heritage, 2005) informs 

us that Moor Lane has remained in continuous use for organised sport for over 320 

years, longer than any other open space in Manchester. Since 1979 it has been 

leased by Salford City FC of NWCL Div1 from Salford City Council. The ground once 

formed part of the Kersal Moor racecourse, dating back to 1681 and has also been 

the home of sports as diverse as cricket, tennis, archery and rugby league. 

Located on Moor Lane, just off the A56 road that runs from Prestwich into 

Manchester and a few minutes' drive from the M62 motorway, the ground is in a 

leafy residential area and has vast room for development. The main feature is an 

unusual main stand, painted white, with several pillars from the roof and bench 

seating. Opposite this is a covered terrace. The rest of the excellently maintained 

ground is hard standing. The social club and tea hut are located in temporary 

buildings on the main stand side and there are excellent vantage points around the 

site. 

The programme was a superb 44-page effort, costing only £1, with an informative 

statistical section, an interesting feature on the visiting team and good coverage of 

other leagues as well as several other articles of interest. Clearly a labour of love 

for its compiler, Scott White, it is one of the best the writer has seen on his 

travels. 

Salford City FC are clearly a team on the up and they continued their good start to 

the season with a 1-0 victory over the Unibond Premier League side, courtesy of a 

goal seven minutes from time. They reached the third qualifying round of the FA 

Cup for the first time. On a warm late September afternoon Moor Lane was an 

idyllic place to watch an excellently contested game played on an outstanding 

playing surface. Club officials were friendly, the tea hut offered fine fare and both 

sides played good football. 

It was a most enjoyable and stress-free afternoon and worth far more than the 

entrance fee of £4. A visit to the historic Moor Lane ground comes highly 

recommended. 

Match rating: 4*.  
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