
TT0506-65 

 

11/10/05 TT No.65: Barry Neighbour - Verwood and Shaftesbury (Wessex 

League)  

Saturday 9th October 2005; England playing on the Saturday gave me the chance of 

a double in the Wessex League. My first port of call was Verwood Town 1 AFC 

Aldermaston 1; Attendance: About 50 with around Half being Hoppers, Match 

Rating: 3*.  

No Admission Charged but 36 Page Programme sold for £1. Verwood are striving to 

improve their facilities as was evident by 2 new stands and new dugouts. Work is 

going on to create hardstanding down the side and they have planning permission 

for floodlights, even if they do not have the finances at present. AFC Aldermaston 

came away with a surprise point here as Verwood were top of the Division 3 table 

(some 10 points clear of mid table Aldermaston). The home side's efforts were not 

helped by the 25th minute sending off with their goalkeeper for handling outside 

the box. This was the second time in the game he had committed the offence; the 

general opinion was that the ref 'bottled it' first time around giving Verwood the 

free kick for feet up. The away side took advantage of the extra man to take a 

deserved lead but 10 men Verwood rallied in the second period to pull the game 

level and save a point. Overall a draw was probably the fairest result although 

both sides had chances to win the game. After the game came a relatively short 

journey to Shaftesbury for a 3pm kick-off. 

Shaftesbury 4 Alresford Town 3; 24-page programme included in £3 Admission 

price. Attendance about 40; Match Rating: 3*.  

Shaftesbury are another side to invest heavily in ground improvements having 

virtually rebuilt the whole ground which has a 250-seater stand and covered 

accommodation on the far side and a brand-new dressing room complex adjacent 

to the pitch (as the old ones were out in the car park). Shaftesbury appeared to be 

cruising as they went into a 3-1 lead but the away side hit back and looked to have 

rescued a well-earned point until the last minute of the game when Shaftsbury 

scored a winner, much to the annoyance of Alresford who were appealing for 

offside. I will sit on the fence here as I could not see it from where I was standing 

(Mr Wenger!) The arguing carried on after the final whistle with at least one yellow 

card shown on the way back to the dressing rooms. All in all, another good day 

rounded off with dinner at the Wetherspoons in Salisbury!  
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