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17/10/05 TT No.72: Mike Latham - Newi Cefn Druids (Welsh Premier League)  

Sun 16 Oct 2005, Welsh Premier League: Newi Cefn Druids 2-5 Llanelli (att.- 301).  

Play when no-one else is playing and you will pull in the punters. It's a simple but 

effective marketing strategy that other clubs could well copy to their advantage. 

Newi Cefn Druids may be the oldest football club in Wales as they proclaim on the 

front of their programme but they are clearly not averse to new ideas.  

On a beautiful sunny autumnal afternoon this Welsh Premier League clash 

attracted a crowd of 301, including a host of groundhoppers from far and wide to 

Plaskynaston Lane. Situated in the old coal-mining village of Cefn Mawr, a few 

miles south of Wrexham the ground is atmospheric and surrounded by some great 

scenery and the welcome is a warm one.  

Though formed in 1992 as a merger between Druids United and Cefn Albion, the 

roots of the club can be traced back to 1869 when Plasmadoc FC was born and a 

successor, Druids, won the Welsh Cup eight times between 1880 and 1904. Since 

2003 the club has been sponsored by NEWI, a Wrexham based college known as the 

North East Wales Institute and former Wrexham legend Dixie McNeil is the current 

manager.  

Llanelli have undergone a revolution in the past few months since being taken over 

by an asset management company. Spaniard Lucas Cazorla Luque has been brought 

in as director of football and he cut an elegant and animated figure on the 

touchline alongside former Welsh international Peter Nicholas, the coach.  

With four Spanish players in their side Llanelli played some excellent attacking 

football at times though they looked vulnerable at the back as the home side 

wasted an abundance of chances.  After coasting to a 3-0 lead with the help of two 

clinically struck goals by Craig Williams Llanelli conceded a penalty just before 

half-time and then a thumping header by Druids sub Darren Williams just after the 

hour before sealing their win with two late goals from Ivan Nofeuentes.  

The Druids ground can be reached via a small winding lane from the main road 

leading through the village and there is plenty of car-parking. A large stone-built 

structure at the entrance houses the dressing rooms with entry to the pitch for the 

players via a railed pathway down a grassed bank. There was a small amount of 

terracing at this side of the ground and a small main seated stand straddled the 

halfway line with another small seated stand in front of the clubhouse behind the 

near-side goals.  

An excellent tea bar served a good array of hot and cold drinks and tasty steak pies 

among other delicacies and though the 32-page programme had a rather homespun 

feel it did contain excellent histories and pen pictures of both clubs and was good 

value for £1.  



Admission was £5 adults, £3 senior citizens and there are plenty of good vantage 

points to be had around the ground with the far goal backed by a steep wooded 

bank. The sloping playing pitch was in good condition and facilities were 

maintained to a high standard with a very clear ‘tannoy’ system delivering team 

news and scorers details. The final score-line could have been anything given the 

number of chances created but Llanelli were fully deserving of their victory after a 

very entertaining and fluid game played in a good spirit and tolerantly refereed. A 

visit to Plaskynaston Lane comes highly recommended. Match rating: 4*.  
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