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25/10/05 TT No.87: Stephen Harris - Littlehampton Town (Sussex County 

League); Histon (NCS - in FA Cup 4Q) and FCV Denderleew (Belgium Div. 3A)  

Friday 21 October 2005; Littlehampton Town 0-0 Wick; Sussex County League; att. 

144, programme issued, admission £4 

Until last Thursday afternoon I had been due to fly to Germany on Friday morning 

to join a friend for a four-game weekend based in Saarbrucken. But during the 

course of the day it became apparent that work pressures would scupper the whole 

trip. I was determined to have a footballing weekend though and see if I could 

nevertheless see games at three new grounds, albeit closer to home.  

First on the agenda was Littlehampton Town for their Friday night derby game 

against Wick. Rotten weather put paid to any thoughts of a bumper crowd, but the 

200-plus (headcount) present was above average for the club. The Sportsfield 

ground is primarily a cricket venue and the spectator facilities for football reflect 

this. Hard standing is only available along one side and one end and covered 

accommodation only on one side. The remainder is open grassland and a temporary 

rail. The most is made of the covered side though, with a characterful old stand 

dominating the central area. This has five rows of uncomfortable, yellow, wooden 

bench seats and a strikingly yellow-painted back wall with the club name in bold 

black lettering. Either side of the stand are identical, modern-looking, two-step 

covered terraces. With the wind howling and intermittent rain falling, everybody 

used this side. Behind one goal is a traditional-looking cricket pavilion and an 

impressive two-storey clubhouse and dressing room block.  

Unfortunately, the game was a very poor one, with neither side looking 

particularly interested. It was no surprise when the game ended goalless, my first 

0-0 at any level this season. The match programme was also a little disappointing 

and barely literate in places. FGIF Match Rating 2*. 

Saturday 22 October 2005; Histon 3-1 Hayes; FA Cup; att. 588, programme issued, 

admission £8. 

I was very pleased to finally see a game at Histon, something of a bogey ground for 

me – two previous attempts having fallen victim to waterlogged pitches. It’s 

actually a very easy ground to get to, being just 20 minutes by bus from Cambridge 

station. I’m glad I made the effort to come here today and I thoroughly enjoyed 

the experience. Histon are a club who try very hard to make spectators feel 

welcome and to provide an enjoyable experience for all the family. I spoke to 

quite a few locals and all of them were former followers of Cambridge United who 

said they simply felt happier following this well-run and welcoming club.  

The ground is focussed on the main stand, which is smallish but offers a great 

view, being built at first-floor level above the dressing rooms. So far as I could tell, 

it was completely full for this game. The other three sides feature covered 



standing areas of the increasingly common, metal construction and there is plenty 

of room for expansion if the club continues its upward momentum.  

It was Hayes who took the early initiative today, loudly backed by a 100-strong, 

raucous following from west London. Two blatant handballs in the penalty area 

were ignored by the referee before, third time lucky, the whistle blew and Hayes 

duly scored their penalty to go in 1-0 up at half time. The second half was a 

different story with Histon looking much stronger. Hayes held on to the 80th 

minute however before their captain received a red card and Leon Gutzmore 

scored from the resulting free-kick. Cue a Hayes collapse and two more quick goals 

leaving Histon with a win which had looked rather unlikely just 10 minutes before.  

A decent match programme was issued for £1.50; FGIF Match Rating 3*. 

Sunday 23 October 2005; FCV Denderleew 4-4 Racing Capellan; Belgium Division III 

A; att. c.1,700, no programme issued, admission Euro 8. 

The same work commitments which prevented me from travelling to Germany this 

weekend required my presence in Brussels on Sunday evening and, with Sunday 

fixtures rather more plentiful in the Brussels area than in the London area, the 

sensible thing seemed to be to travel out early if I was to complete my triple-bill.  

The sleepy Flemish town of Denderleew lies just 20 minutes by train from Brussels 

Midi and the town’s sports complex is 10 further minutes-walk south of the railway 

station. Here you will find, apart from the main stadium, four outer pitches in 

immaculate condition, all of which are railed and several of which are floodlit. 

Beyond these are two more which comprise the small and rather tatty ground of 

lower level club Standard Denderleew.  

The main stadium itself is quite impressive, reflecting the club’s recent time in the 

Belgian second division. One side has a modern, seated stand with a large bar 

beneath and extensive executive facilities, including a busy restaurant, to the 

rear. Opposite is an older stand which looks to me like it once contained seats but 

is now a steep covered terrace complete with glass screen ends. This is flanked by 

smaller areas of open terracing and there is a very busy bar to the rear. Each end 

has small terrace blocks, one of which is covered and reserved for away fans but 

unused today. A stall behind one goal sells snails for anyone hungry enough, as well 

as the usual burgers and sausages.  

The crowd was substantially bigger than I was expecting – perhaps reflecting the 

fact that this game featured third versus second in the league. Most spectators 

used the two sides with a predominately shirt and tie element in the stand and a 

more boisterous contingent using the covered terrace. The latter group included a 

band of drums, cymbals and trumpet who provided a very much more musical 

accompaniment than the usual “boom, boom, boom” type drumming ubiquitous 

over most of Europe. This made for a great atmosphere at what turned out to be a 

great game.  

The home side dominated the first half and fully deserved their 2-0 half time lead, 

playing some quality passing football. Capellan came out a more determined 



looking team in the second half and goals started coming from everywhere. 

Capellan eventually took the lead 3-4, to the loud satisfaction of their 60 or so 

travelling supporters, before Denderleew equalised with the very last kick of the 

game. Excellent entertainment.  

Disappointingly, there was no match programme issued for this game. However, a 

sniff around the “Business Club Seats” at half time produced two different printed 

team sheets, which was some consolation. FGIF Match Rating 4*.  
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