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04/08/05 TT No.9: Dennis Woods - visit to Estonia and Finland. Images are 

shown in the Foreign Forays Album.  

On Wednesday 27th July I saw Levadia Tallinn 1 Trans Narva 1 at the Kadrioru 

Stadium, in the Estonia top Division (kick-off 6:45pm). In fact, it was 2nd v 3rd. 

After a long walk from our hotel we arrived at the stadium. We purchased our 

match tickets from the ticket office next to the entrance gates for 40 EEK (£2) and 

was handed a 4-page glossy programme.  

The stadium is an athletics complex with a simple temporary uncovered stand 

down side, which was closed for this match and a much larger main stand which is 

part covered. There are also some bench type seats behind one goal.  There is an 

amazing scoreboard which also showed highlights of previous games and seemed 

out of place at such a basic stadium.  

Levadia took the lead after 9 minutes and controlled the game with some good 

football at times. They should have scored more goals, but poor finishing let them 

down. In fact, it cost them the 3 points as Trans Narva equalised in the final 

minute of stoppage time. The attendance was 300.  

My second game in Estonia was for a UEFA Cup 1st Round 2nd Leg game between 

Flora Tallinn and Esbjerg from Denmark on Thursday 28th July at 6:45pm. No 

Estonian team had ever qualified to the next round of the UEFA Cup, but as Flora 

had amazingly won 2-1 in Denmark, they had an excellent chance of progressing. 

After purchasing our tickets for 100 EEK (£5) we entered the stadium. An A4 glossy 

sheet folded into three, like a leaflet was given away free.  

The stadium is modern and has seated stands on all 4 sides. Three sides are 

covered and one remains unfinished as the roof hasn't been finished yet. If fact 

most of the executive rooms are full of rubble and some toilet blocks have not 

been completed either.  

As stated above, Flora just had to ensure that they didn't concede two goals. 

Things started to go wrong when Esbjerg scored after 15 minutes. Then the 

dreaded second goal went in after 17minutes. Further goals were then conceded in 

the 23rd, 43rd, 56th and 88th minutes. So, a very disappointing 6-0 defeat on the 

night and 7-2 on aggregate. The crowd was 1,500.  

My final game took me by ship for a day trip from Tallinn to Helsinki in Finland on 

Saturday 30th July. HJK Helsinki were playing RoPS at 4pm. HJK play at the 

Finnair Stadium, which is next door to the Olympic Stadium. We purchased our 

tickets for 10 euros (£7) and again we handed a glossy A4 sheet folded into three.  

The stadium is all seater with a distinctive main stand and the other three stands 

are linked together by the roof. HJK were much the better side and easily won 7-0 

with the goals being scored in the 20th, 24th, 25th, 50th, 57th, 78th and 87th 

minutes.  Every time a goal was scored a large blue balloon was brought from the 



players tunnel by a club official and let off into the air. The attendance was 3,500. 

To reach the stadium you can take Trams 3A, 3B, 4, 7A, 7B or 10 all of which pass 

close to the stadium.  
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