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TT No.102: Andrew Gallon - Wed 27th December 2006; Louth United v Grimsby 

Borough; CML Premier Division; Res: 0-4; Att: 125 (est.); Admission: £2 (incl. 8pp 

programme); FGIF Match Rating: ***. 

Time is running out to visit Louth's interesting Park Avenue ground - just how little 

there is left could become clear in the next month. The sale of the seven-acre site 

to a local developer for an undisclosed sum was completed some while ago but 

United are having trouble finding a new plot of land which meets with the approval 

of East Lindsey District Council. Planners have invited the club to a meeting in the 

second week of January, with the Lions, after a number of setbacks, hopeful of 

being given some positive news at last. As things stand, United may have only one 

more season at Park Avenue, depending on the attitude of their buyer, so the 

outcome of the get-together is crucial.  

Park Avenue may not be able to match the attractiveness of Louth, the self-styled 

capital of the Lincolnshire Wolds and a town which boasts the tallest parish church 

spire in the country and numerous handsome Georgian buildings, but it is one of 

the better venues in the Central Midlands League. It staged Northern Counties 

(East) League football between 1993-2003, when the Lions quit the competition 

because of financial problems. The team was reformed as a financially separate 

entity to the club and joined the CML this season after one campaign in the 

Lincolnshire League.  

The ground, secreted away off a minor road in the north-eastern part of town and 

approached by two narrow lanes and a potholed car park, is undeniably showing 

signs of age. But, with a move imminent, it's pointless United spending any money 

tarting it up. The sole stand, opened in the early 1960s by Lion of Vienna Nat 

Lofthouse and dedicated to Jack Ranshaw, straddles the halfway line and towers 

above spectators as they come through the turnstiles. It is of utilitarian design, 

with a spartan (and, on our visit, claustrophobically heated) social club on the first 

floor. Large windows run the length of the stand and provide, for those who like 

that sort of thing, an executive box-style matchday experience. Five steps of 

terracing flank the players' tunnel and dug-outs, and are sheltered by a flat cover 

extending from the roof. Curiously, ventilation ports for each dressing room give 

fans on the top steps by the tunnel the chance to hear what is being said within 

the inner sanctum. You can be that famous fly on the wall at half-time! The rest of 

the ground comprises open hard standing, with a quaint picket fence round the 

pitch on the sides away from the stand. There is a concrete wall in front of the 

stand. New houses - a sure sign of what is to come for the land - have encroached 

at both ends over the years and now rub against the wooden boundary fence. 

Beyond the far touchline is a second pitch used for training and pre-match warm-

ups. The floodlights are distinctive, with large lamps (many now out of action) 

topping robust pylons of a square pattern.  



Grimsby Borough, the visitors for this local derby, are inextricably linked with 

United. Borough's management team was at Louth three years ago and decamped 

north to set up the new club when United folded. Ironically, Borough's ground is 

not graded for the CML's amusingly-titled Supreme Division whereas Park Avenue 

would have no problem meeting the standard required. Louth, who lost half of 

their Lincolnshire League squad during the close-season, have been building 

steadily from a standing start and went into the game with three wins from their 

last five matches. But any hopes the hosts had of pulling further away from the 

bottom of the table were dashed by a Borough side who won comfortably to 

reclaim top spot in the section. The Grimsby men, who brought plenty of fans with 

them, had much the better of an open, entertaining contest and, with better 

finishing, could have won by a wider margin. Louth's football was characterised 

more by hope than expectation, whereas Borough were confident, purposeful and 

polished - despite a gelatinous surface. They led 1-0 at the break after Darren 

Hanslip tapped in to capitalise on the fancy footwork of Ricky Belding and doubled 

that advantage soon after the restart when Gary Cross finished a flowing move 

with a crisp drive. Lee Stephenson, once on the books of Grimsby Town and easily 

the best player on show, wrapped it up by scoring twice before the end. How he 

didn't get at least a hat-trick, only he will know. Louth, with skipper Stuart Hutton 

and goalkeeper Craig Wherry outstanding, never gave up but lacked the 

penetration to threaten a consolation.  

Home officials were heartened by their best gate of the season, using it to point to 

the undoubted potential at a club with a huge catchment area. Unless you live on 

the east side of Lincolnshire, Louth is a difficult place to reach but an early arrival 

is recommended to enjoy the undoubted delights of a splendid little town. Unlike 

Park Avenue, those pleasures are not on borrowed time.  
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