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TT No.105: Dean McClean - Sat 23rd December 2006. Kent League Premier 

Division. VCD Athletic v Thamesmead Town; Res: 4-2; Att: 226; 40pp Programme; 

£1; FGIF Match Rating: 4*. 

A brief, if somewhat bleary-eyed, look at the Kent League fixtures early on 

Saturday morning revealed only one fixture of note. Top of the table 

Thamesmead’s visit to handily 5th placed VCD. There was much expectation.  

VCD Athletic, or to give them their full name Vickers Crayford Dartford Athletic, 

were formed in 1916 by workers at the Vickers armaments factory in Crayford. The 

1996/97 season saw the club promoted to the Kent League Premier Division, but as 

the League now enforced mandatory floodlight rules, the Vickers were exiled at 

Thamesmead-and later Lordswood-for almost ten years until they finally returned 

to their original home earlier this season.  

The present day VCD Sports Club is as close to a new ground as you could possibly 

get. The pitch has been turned round to enable the installation of floodlights; a 

new wood and post rail with hard standing around the pitch; a neat looking wood 

panel fence encloses ¾ of the venue has also been added. The pitch is absolutely 

first class, one of the best I have seen this season. Covered and seating 

accommodation comes in the form of a small identikit stand which straddles the 

halfway line. A large clubhouse with the full range of Sky Sports and Pool Table, 

etc., is situated close to the entrance.   

As the score-line suggests, this game was excellent. Two teams who will surely be 

in the running for the championship at the end of the season played out an 

entertaining game, high on quality and played in a good spirit. After an even first 

half it was a surprise to most that VCD went into the break 3-0 up. Myself and 

many others were surprised at the rather flattering score-line in the hosts’ favour, 

but we weren’t writing off Thamesmead and they duly fought back to 3-1 and 4-2, 

as an end-to-end 2nd half thoroughly entertained the bumper crowd. 5-5 would 

have been a fair result!  

If travelling by train, like me, VCD is relatively easy to reach from Crayford 

station. Turn left out the station onto Crayford High Street. Continue straight 

ahead through the High Street and up the steep-ish (age dependant) hill until the 

road becomes Old Road. Eventually you will see the entrance to VCD Sports Club 

on your right.   

A superb day out. 
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