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TT No.130: Mike Latham - Tues 30 Jan 2007: West Midlands (Regional) League 

Premier Division Cup; Shawbury United 6-1 Ledbury Town. Att: 25 (headcount); 

Admission: £3; 16pp programme: free; FGIF Match Rating: 3*. 

Shawbury United are a progressive and friendly club, their reputation boosted by 

an excellent website. Take a look at it the next chance you get- it’s an object 

lesson of how a small club can project its image and give out a lot of information 

in a clear and simple format. Not only is it good on the club but also on the West 

Midlands (Regional) League with excellent ground directions to other member 

clubs a key feature.  

On a clear though chilly evening the journey south along the A49 from the M56 

motorway was easily negotiated and the B road into Wem from just south of 

Whitchurch was deserted. Just entering Wem the turn-off towards the Butler 

Sports Ground was well signposted and soon the floodlights were coming into view.  

After so many postponements due to wet weather of late it was reassuring to see 

the home team warming up on a superbly grassed and flat playing surface that had 

been rolled and spiked that day.   

Shawbury groundshare with Wem Town and so supporters have to travel six or 

seven miles from the village to see their team play. Reformed in 1992 they 

progressed swiftly after starting in the Shrewsbury and Shropshire Alliance Division 

Two, arriving in the WML Premier Division in 2000.  

The set-up is excellent with a superbly maintained ground, whose main feature is a 

neat main stand built into the changing room block, a post and rail fence, well-

manicured grass surrounds and good floodlights. As part of the complex there is a 

small swimming pool and a social club that served one guest real ale and was well 

worth a visit. The snack bar is also first class with delicious ham or cheese rolls 

alongside other staples and hot drinks and soup.  

Club officials at the gate, recognising a stranger, were very friendly and welcoming 

and apologised for the programme- though it looked a very respectable 16-page 

effort to me.Apparently well down in size and content from the usual effort it was 

given away free instead of the usual £1 charge.  

Ledbury, who recently suffered a 10-0 defeat at Shifnal, arrived late in their coach 

after delays caused by a road accident en route. They had barely 20 minutes or so 

to change and warm up before a slightly delayed kick-off. After conceding a goal 

inside the opening minute they equalised after a defensive mix-up but then fell 

away alarmingly as Shawbury built a 5-1 half-time lead with some slick and 

inventive attacking football  

The visitors gave a much better account in the second half, the only goal coming 

with the last kick of the game to at least earn some respectability and build some 

confidence ahead of the league fixture between the sides on Saturday.  



Having made several visits to this league this season and gained a favourable 

impression of playing standards and the organisation and friendliness of the clubs 

this was another hugely entertaining evening out and a visit to the delightful town 

of Wem and the Butler Sports Ground comes highly recommended.  
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