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TT No.136: Richard Panter - 3rd February 2007; Parkgate v Borrowash Victoria; 

NCEL Division 1; Res: 3 -1; Att. 53; Entry: £4; Programme: 36 pages, £1; FGIF 

Match Rating * * *.  

Parkgate play at the Roundwood Sports Complex in Rawmarsh on the edge of 

Rotherham, some six miles from M1 junction 33. Using the postcode in the latest 

'Cherry Red' I navigated us to the middle of a housing estate about two miles in the 

wrong direction, the postcode was wrong! So be warned. This was the first visit for 

any of us to Parkgate and we all expected to find the pitch in the centre of an 

athletics track, the spectator being well distant from the action, fortunately, like 

the postcode this assumption was wide of the mark. The ground shares the site 

with the ubiquitous bowls and cricket clubs and a municipal golf course, although 

the football pitch is fairly isolated in relation to these other venues.  

The pitch is a three-sided affair, two sides offer hard standing, the one behind the 

dugouts having three generous concrete steps, the northern goal end has a small 

seated stand and an even smaller covered terrace. There is also a snack bar 

between the two. The view from behind the dugouts over the closed fourth side is 

quite spectacular. The pitch is located towards the top a steep hill, and enjoys a 

fine view of the hills over on the far side and the remnants of heavy industry fills 

part of the area in between. The employees of one dark and satanic foundry were 

raking in the overtime during the match if the smoke belching out from its 

chimneys was anything to go by.  

The statistics laden programme tells the reader that Parkgate score 3.89 goals a 

game and the Vic’s let 2.05 in. As the score indicates the home side let us down 

but the Derby-based Vic’s didn't, I would have loved to see Parkgate notch up 

another 0.89 of a goal to maintain their creditable scoring record, but there you 

go.  

The home 'keeper was injured early on and was restricted in mobility, so why on 

earth did Borrowash let him off so easily? Apart from scoring the opening goal, 

they only mustered two more efforts of note. Initially Parkgate looked to be having 

one of those afternoons as a string of efforts were thwarted by the woodwork, the 

back of one of their own forwards' heads, near misses, desperate defending and a 

fine goalkeeping display. The league leaders refused to panic and showed their 

true character as they pressured their opponents with a display of incessant, fine 

attacking football. They nosed in front just before the break and put the game to 

bed shortly after but then failed to net that illusive 0.89 of a goal!  

The referee tried his very best to break up any flow in the game as he blew his 

whistle for almost any bodily contact, clearly the man has never been introduced 

to the advantage rule, but that aside, it was an enjoyable afternoon in the bright 

but cold wintry sun and rolling hills of South Yorkshire.  
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