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TT No.14: Stephen Harris - Monday 28 August 2006; Hellenic League; Highworth 

Town 0-1 Almondsbury Town. Attendance: 106. Admission £3.50; Programme 

issued; FGIF Match Rating 3*. 

With two friends I have just spent a pleasant two days on our first organised 

“Ground Hop”, wandering around the middle-England shires that comprise the 

Hellenic League. Very enjoyable too and congratulations to those responsible for 

the organisation. We played our part to the full, even buying a badge and a couple 

of old programmes at one ground, and by the second morning were picking up the 

odd nod of recognition or “good morning” from a few of the regulars. But by mid-

day on the Monday we felt we deserved some time off for good behaviour. Instead 

of attending the prescribed match at Binfield we sneaked off to Highworth, taking 

advantage of our hire car to visit a ground which is notoriously difficult and 

expensive to reach from London.  Binfield would have to await another day. 

Arriving at a football ground in a car remains a novel experience for me and it was 

my erratic navigating which led to us parking at a golf club and arriving at the 

football ground across a field and through a gap in the hedge, rather than the 

more customary entrance gate behind the opposite goal – my pedestrian instincts 

had come to the fore as soon as floodlights were sighted. Nevertheless, there was 

a man posted with a cardboard box at the gap in the hedge who was only too 

happy to take our money.  

We were a little surprised to find The Elms is an unenclosed ground, with hard 

standing and a rail on three sides only – the west side being roped-off across a 

cricket pitch and the whole area busy with a steady procession of dog walkers and 

children. The pitch also slopes quite alarmingly. The club has made the most of 

the higher east side though and there are two new “Arena-type” stands with about 

150 black and red seats in total. These are set either side of a small area of 

covered standing which has ‘HTFC’ in bold letters across the backwall.  The raised 

position of these seats on a concrete base mean they give a good view – not always 

the case with such developments at other grounds. Behind one goal is a pavilion 

which has a small raised veranda, and it is this that is clearly the favoured viewing 

position for the regulars. 

The game began at a furious pace, with the away team looking quite classy. They 

scored early on, but Highworth got back into the game and it was all rather 

competitive until half time. Retiring to the clubhouse we were delighted to find a 

cup of tea cost just 25p but disappointed to find the only sustenance to go with it 

was a chocolate bar – we had made the schoolboy error of only taking beer for 

lunch, assuming that we’d be able to catch up on the food bit later on at the 

football. Never mind, the second half was soon underway. This was a 

disappointment though; the endeavour of the first half fading away and 

Almondsbury holding on for the single goal win. We were away sharply at the final 



whistle to catch up with the rest of the Ground Hop gang at Holyport, where it 

seemed we hadn’t been missed at all. 

At 50p the programme was cheap, and of a good standard for this league. 
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