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TT No.153: Paul Roth - Sat 17th February 2007; Hellenic league Division 1 West; 

Tytherington Rocks vs. Cricklade Town; Res: 3-0; Att: 47; Programme: 28 pages 

£2.50, including entry. 

Our gorgeous Persian cat, Ben, is a truly pampered puss. We love him to bits and 

wherever we are, so is he. Unfortunately, this means our sleep is often disturbed 

as he loves a fuss and a cuddle, often at......3am! Saturday was one such occasion 

and when I did wake up at 7.30 it would have been easy to roll over and go back to 

sleep. Ben had done so, after all! If I had, I would have missed meeting some of 

the most welcoming and hospitable people I have ever come across in all my time 

groundhopping. Such are the folk at Tytherington Rocks FC.  

For a change I travelled down to Gloucestershire by car and was in the area by just 

after noon. As is my want, I visited a couple of GBG pubs and the Fox at Old Down 

who incidentally have an excellent railed-off ground on the main road here and 

play in the Gloucester County League - a must for those interested, if they are in 

the vicinity.  

The Hardwicke Playing fields, the home of the 'Rocks' is clearly marked as one 

enters the village from the A38. Take the narrow road uphill, following the signs 

all the way until you reach the main gate where I paid £2.50 for entry and 

programme. Ron Holpin, the producer of their matchday magazine, had compiled 

his usual excellent 28 pager, full of relevant material and a newsy read. The cover 

has a superb, colour, action picture. Parking is easy as the field is enormous. The 

pitch, fully railed, has a small covered stand with 40 flip-up seats in it, on the far 

side. The old clubhouse is in the corner at the far end......planning permission is in 

place for a new one which will be built at the opposite end, hopefully floodlights 

will follow that construction soon after. Amber and black goal netting sets the 

smart little ground off a treat.  

The last 10 years has seen a meteoric rise of the club through the Pyramid and 

they are now well established as consistent high finishers in the Western Division 

of the Hellenic League. The reason for this is simple...they play excellent flowing 

football and are a quality side. This showed today and with better finishing and 

more observance of Cricklades' offside trap would have run out much more 

comfortable winners. Despite heavy rain, the pitch had been rolled and the flat 

surface encouraged the passing game. One up at the interval and two further 

strikes in the second half notched an easy enough victory although the visitors 

from Wiltshire did have a few chances to at least get on the score sheet.  

During the week I had e-mailed Mr. Holpin regarding the possibility of a 

postponement and I was both amazed and grateful to him for contacting me late 

on Friday night to say the game was definitely on. In fact, he had told the 

Chairman, Ted Travell. Everybody from the Club manager to the gentleman behind 

the bar made me welcome on arrival. I received a half of bitter before kick-off, a 



cup of tea at the interval and some spare programmes from these most generous of 

people, all free of charge  

The only down side of the day was the awful mist and drizzle that shrouded the 

ground throughout the game but that was a small price to pay for such a great day 

out, spent amongst the lovely men and women who have worked so hard to get the 

'Rocks' to where they are today.  

FGIF Rating: 4* plus. 
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