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TT No.156: Mike Latham - Tues 20 February 2007: West Midlands League Premier 

Division; Wolves Casuals 3-3 Goodrich. Att: 40 (headcount); Admission: £3 

including 20pp programme; FGIF Match Rating: 4*. 

Thoroughly depressed by the growing realisation that the introduction of road 

pricing will have serious ramifications for travelling around the country visiting 

new grounds, a fresh determination overtook me to get in a new one while the 

opportunity was there.  

A late afternoon ‘phone call to the friendly Casuals secretary confirmed this local 

derby was ‘definitely on, unless there’s a sudden deluge.’ I knew what he meant, 

having suffered a late postponement at the Atherton Collieries v Bacup game the 

previous evening for that very same reason.  

With fall-backs along the M6 at Witton and Northwich (why, on earth, were two 

clubs barely 400 yards apart playing at home on the same evening?) and Stafford 

Rangers in case the traffic was heavy I headed southwards, only to find the 

motorway unusually quiet.  

I had taken directions from the excellent link to away grounds in this league from 

the Shawbury United FC website but the Casuals secretary was also very 

forthcoming. ‘Exit J13 and follow signs for Wolverhampton,’ he said. ‘If you reach 

the M54 you’ve gone too far.’ Spot on- just before the M54 junction the lights 

came into view off the A449 and the left-hand turn up Brinsford Lane took me to 

the ground.  

Actually, located in the pleasant residential village of Coven Heath, the Casuals 

were established in 1899 and their ground has a pleasant rural feel. Greeted at the 

entrance by a smiling gateman, the £3 admission included a basic 20page 

programme and the prediction that: ‘It will be a good game tonight. We need the 

points but we like to play football and Goodrich are a good footballing side.’  

The main pitch is surrounded by a neat post and rail fence and on the far side 

there is a small clubhouse, tearoom and a small green painted stand with bench 

seating for approximately 150 spectators. Behind this stand is another full-size 

pitch used by the club’s junior teams.  Beyond here was a large car park. On the 

far side are situated the Casuals’ unusual ivy-covered dugouts which were featured 

in David Bauckham's recent book, Dugouts.  

Behind the goal to the right standing is not encouraged ‘to protect the privacy of 

our neighbours’ according to the sign. The goal here is backed by mature trees 

acting as a windshield and a barrier to wayward shots ending up into gardens.  

The playing pitch looked in immaculate condition, flat, well grassed and with a zip 

to the surface that encouraged a passing game. The Casuals, second bottom of the 

league, tore their visitors apart with their pacey front three causing all sorts of 

problems. They built a 3-0 half-time lead and looked set for a much-needed win.  



But Goodrich, beginning the game in 8th place, pulled a goal back almost 

immediately upon the resumption, a right-wing in-swinging free-kick eluding 

everyone. Casuals’ confidence fell after that and after the Goodrich substitute 

raced through to score there was a certain inevitability about the equaliser, which 

duly arrived in stoppage time.  

A highly entertaining game played in a good spirit and well refereed again 

confirmed the previously good impression of this league and its playing standards. 

The Casuals ground is a most pleasant and relaxing place to visit, the hard-working 

committee people are welcoming to strangers and the whole evening was 

thoroughly civilised with a great game to boot. And I had not been the furthest 

traveller as an experienced hopper from Harlow (and an avid reader of the FGIF 

site) had ventured northwards in search of a new ground- his 1,400!  He shared the 

ball-boy duties with me throughout the game before we went our separate ways.  
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