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TT No.170: Mike Latham - Wednesday 7 March 2007: South of Scotland League: 

Potts Cup Second Round. Threave Rovers 0-1 Wigtown & Bladnoch; Att: 60 

(headcount); Admission: £3; No Programme; FGIF Match Rating: 3*. 

The South of Scotland League has been decimated by the wet weather this winter 

with 90 postponements already and so a long trip to take in a match in this friendly 

league requires careful examination of the weather forecast and pitch conditions 

to avoid disappointment.  

But a mid-afternoon telephone call to the friendly and helpful Threave Rovers 

secretary confirmed that this tie, in the league’s challenge cup, would definitely 

be taking place after a morning pitch inspection. ‘We’ve had two days of dry 

weather, it’s a lovely day here and the pitch is fine,’ he informed. ‘We need to 

play because we have such a backlog of games to fit in. We’re looking forward to 

the game.’  

Threave Rovers were formed in 1953 and play in the pleasant small town of Castle 

Douglas in Dumfries and Galloway, between Dalbeattie and Gatehouse of Fleet. 

With a population of around 4,000 the town has a wide main street and, being a 

major tourist centre with a large selection of hotels, guest houses, pubs and 

restaurants.  

The football club’s name is taken from the nearby 13th century Threave Castle, 

formerly the seat of the ‘Black’ Earls of Douglas. There had been some organised 

football in Castle Douglas prior to the club’s formation but this was arranged on 

age limits, with juniors up to 18 and seniors up to 27. The football club filled the 

void to enable players over the age of 27 to continue playing football.  

In recent years Threave Rovers have played several league clubs in the Scottish FA 

Cup and had a successful spell in the East of Scotland League, while continuing to 

field a reserve team in the South League. However, the costs of travel to the 

Edinburgh and Border regions proved too onerous and they decided to concentrate 

all their energies on the South League, winning the championship last season and 

being well placed again this campaign.  

Easily found at the lowest part of the town, turning right at the chip shop past the 

filling station, Meadow Park is an enclosed venue with excellent floodlights. There 

is a small covered stand bearing the legend ‘Threave Rovers FC’ on the roof with 

bench seating behind several steps of terracing. The rest of the well-maintained 

ground was open standing behind a post and rail fence. The playing pitch was, as 

becoming the ground name, richly grassed and though soft provided an excellent 

surface for a fast and well contested game.  

At the entrance is a pie stall also serving hot drinks and confectionary and there is 

a dressing room block that incorporates a committee room and members’ bar.  



Competing against Celtic’s televised European game in Milan, this cup-tie 

attracted a crowd of about 60. Sadly, there were no programmes on sale and the 

club are not regular issuers. The standard of play was similar to the top echelons 

of the North West Counties League. The visitors won the tie with a splendid 

headed goal from one of their defenders.  

The match referee controlled the game well despite having linesmen, one from 

each club, who signalled for the ball going out of play but did not rule on offsides. 

None of the players attempted to take advantage of the referee and all his offside 

decisions appeared spot-on.  

The locals were friendly and keen to talk about their club and the league. Though 

the South of Scotland League, unlike the other two senior leagues in Scotland, the 

East of Scotland and Highland Leagues does not have a website, information on 

results, reports and fixtures can be gleaned on the excellent Solway Press Services 

website. Sure enough, a brief report was on the website the following morning.  

Though the lack of programmes will discourage some travellers, a visit to Threave 

Rovers comes highly recommended. 
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