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TT No.171: Dean McClean - Wed 7th March 2007. North West Counties League 

Division 1: Nelson v Atherton L R; Res: 1-4 (Abandoned at H/T-Floodlight Failure) 

Att: c60; Admission: £4; 32pp Programme, £1; FGIF Match Rating: 4*. 

On a night when the mind-numbing Champions’ League took centre stage on the 

television, I was in desperate need of entertainment. Where better to find solitude 

from that monster than at one of my favourite non-league grounds-Nelson.  

Founded around the year 1881, Nelson, like many other Lancashire clubs, have a 

history of which they are proud of. Perhaps the omens weren’t good for the future 

of the club when it was disbanded in 1898/99 for reasons that remain unclear and 

were then suspended by the Lancashire FA. Incidents during an FA Cup match at 

Southport Central, where Nelson youths, most of whom were drunk, were said to 

have acted in a disgraceful manner and used filthy and abominable language. Some 

things never change!  

In between reforming and then disbanding again during WW1, Nelson began on the 

most remarkable adventure in its history. When the FL decided to create a Third 

Division North in 1921, Nelson, along with thirteen other clubs from the Central 

League were voted into the new league. On 27th August 1921 Nelson made their FL 

debut and were defeated 2-1 at home by Wigan Borough in front of 9,000 people at 

Seedhill. A respectable 16th place achieved. The next season Nelson were 

champions of D3N and promoted to D2. Nelson were on the map as they competed 

in a national league for their one and only season. It was not without note though, 

as they managed to win away to Manchester United and Real Madrid, the latter on 

an overseas tour. However, by 1931 falling gates and poor results had seen Nelson 

slip out of the league with a whimper, as they were replaced by Chester City. 

Under the guidance of a young Joe Fagan, Nelson had some terrific tittle battles 

for the Lancashire Combination in the early fifties with Wigan Athletic (look where 

they are now) and after winning the league in 1952, they were denied re-election 

to the FL.  

Nelson's former Seedhill home was not far from their current Victoria Park home. It 

was knocked down some years ago to make way for the M65 motorway. I never had 

the chance to see this venue but I am assured it was an atmospheric venue.   

A 32-page programme was sold for a £1. It was a rather basic effort with the 

majority given over to the NWCFL newsletter.  

Victoria Park is a pleasant and welcoming venue to come and watch a game of 

football. The people are always friendly and the potato pies are to be savoured.  

After winning promotion to Division One last season, Nelson are finding this one a 

struggle. Only four league wins have been mustered all season. They even had the 

ignominy of losing at home to Stone Dominoes recently-their only win of the 

season. In desperate need of three points, Nelson made a terrible start as the 



visitors opened the scoring after only 30 seconds. An equaliser was followed by 

three more Atherton goals, and to be honest it could have been more if not for 

Atherton's wasteful finishing. Sadly, for me and Atherton, the lights went out at 

half-time and the match was abandoned.  

I don’t think anyone suspects a Nelson saboteur, although I did notice the mascot’s 

hair was standing on end more than usual...!?! 
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