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TT No.173: Paul Roth - Saturday 10th March 2007; Mattishall vs. Cromer Town; 

Anglian Combination Premier Division; Res: 1-3; Att: 60; Programme: 52 pages, £2 

with admission. 

Would I have ever visited or let alone even have heard of the small village of 

Mattishall, were it not for my love of football and this great hobby of ours? 

Doubtful. Situated 3 miles South East of Dereham (East Dereham), in deepest 

Norfolk, this quintessential English village boasts a pub, fish and chip shop, the 

customary enormous church, quality butchers and surprisingly a Mexican 

restaurant!  

I drove today but, if using public transport, the nearest railhead appears to be 

Wymondham (although Norwich must be a better option) and then bus from there. 

I followed one on my way home out of the village so I know they pass that way - 

but how frequently...?  

Best of all is the tremendous set up that is the local football club, found about 1/2 

a mile south of the centre at South Green. A big car park affronts the excellent 

and comfortable social club and the playing area is positioned 100 yards behind 

this beyond the cricket field with whom the club share facilities. Biggest delight of 

all at the ground is to find a lovely old-fashioned stand: they don't make them like 

that anymore. A tea bar adjoins this structure where hot drinks are on sale 

throughout the match. The advertising boards which lay back and away from the 

main pitch somehow give the place a larger and quainter feel. 

£2 gains entry and the 52-page programme, accompanies this purchase. Don't get 

excited though. It is virtually an advertising vehicle for local businesses and only 4 

pages are relevant, just. Great to have a copy nonetheless.  

I saw Mattishall lose narrowly and undeservedly at Blofield earlier in the season 

but they were a shadow of that team today as the men from the North coast and 

the reigning champions, Cromer Town eased to a simple victory by three goals to 

one. Mattishall actually had only one chance throughout the whole 90 minutes and 

took it by way of a penalty late in the second half.  

Great to see so many travelling supporters resplendent in their team's colours of 

red and black. They must get hundreds at their home games! As ever, everybody I 

spoke to welcomed me and my feeling is that if the club can hold on to their 

talented young players, not an easy task at all, they could become a force within 

the Anglian Comb.  

Always banging on about Real Ale, aren't I?  If you are passionate about the subject 

like myself and you are in the vicinity, for football or not, three establishments 

MUST be visited. Did you all get that? MUST be visited. The fantastic Breckland 

Wines off-licence for their superb range of locally brewed and bottled beers in 

Watton; the Cherry Tree public house at Wicklewood, Buffy's Brewery's only tied 



house wherein a most enthusiastic young landlady named Julie you will never come 

across anywhere else and finally, 5 miles east of here, the Cock Inn (I had a friend 

who used to rejoice at his own little ditty: "How far is, the Cock Inn?"- oh dear 

Simon) the home of the Blue Moon Brewery. Try the "Milk of Amnesia"!  

A real crackerjack of a day and how lovely for once not to have had to made 

numerous phone calls to establish if a fixture is on or not.  

FGIF Rating: 5* - I loved it! 
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