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TT No.182: Stephen Harris - Tuesday 20 March 2007; Sussex Division 2; Lingfield 

0-3 St Francis Rangers. Attendance: 45; Admission: £3; Programme issued; FGIF 

Match Rating: 3*. 

Arriving at this game, via a good rail service from London Bridge to the Surrey 

village, better known for its racecourse, I realised that it was the first non-league 

game I have been to for five weeks. Very remiss of me and I’d almost forgotten the 

routine having spent too much time watching League football and going off on 

foreign trips lately. I’ve long been a fan of Sussex League football but had felt that 

standards had fallen in recent years and have been to rather few games lately. But 

this was an enjoyable and clean match, played to a better standard than I was 

expecting, rekindling some of my enthusiasm for the league. St Francis dominated 

for much of the game whilst Lingfield did have a go for a spell in the second half, 

but failed to get any of their shots on target. Highlight was the third goal, direct 

from a long-range free kick and the last kick of the match. 

I was very surprised to see ex-Orient player Paul Linger taking the field for the 

home side, alongside Bradley Ling, a relative of O’s manager Martin Ling and 

several other players with East London or Essex connections. Indeed, seeing Ling 

and Linger lining up for Lingfield was slightly spooky. Almost too many Lings 

present. One commodity in rather short supply though were spectators. Despite 

the official attendance being given as 45, there were in fact no more than 30 

people present. Admittedly it was a very cold night with a strong northerly wind 

which constantly threatened to blow away the flimsy dugouts. 

The Godstone Road ground is shared with Lingfield Cricket Club and has been home 

to the football club since 1968. The pitch is fully railed and there is concrete or 

gravel hard standing along one side and most of one end – the remainder cutting 

across the outfield. The only real spectator facility is the curved metal roof 

projecting from the front of the pavilion on the south side. This provided ample 

shelter for the numbers present and the game can be watched from two levels – at 

the rail or from a raised veranda which has chairs and tables put out. Several 

spectators chose a third option; inside the bar next to the electric fire. 

Sausage and onion rolls, as well as burgers, were available, along with hot drinks 

and chocs from the bar area. A rather rudimentary and poorly photocopied match 

programme was included with the admission price. 
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