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TT No.184: Paul Roth - Sunday 18th March 2007; Spanish La Liga Division 2B Group 

1; UD Pajara-Playas de Jandia vs. Real Racing Santender 'B'; Res: 2-1; Att: 300; 

Entry: 8 Euros. 

When the book "The remotest and most beautiful football grounds of the World" is 

published, I will presume photographs of "Pajara-Playas de Jandia FC" will 

constitute the front and back covers. Never have I been to such a ground in my 

lifetime before and am certain I never will again. If groundhopping were all about 

finding that ultimate, elusive Utopian ground and then giving up as nothing could 

surpass it, this would be my last report on these pages. The staggering fact about 

all this is that the club play in the third tier of the Spanish Football League. What 

the young men from Santander made of their visit to Southern Fuerteventura on 

this particular Sunday lunchtime, I have no idea. They cannot have played at such 

a venue ever before.  

The club is to be found 8 kilometres west of the resort of Costa Calma and 2 kms 

north of the German enclave of La Pared - meaning "The Wall"; apparently 

Fuerteventura was divided by such a structure thousands of years ago, a Hadrian's 

wall in the sun so-to-speak on the barren western coast at the miniscule hamlet of 

Las Hermosas. Pared has a really strange 9-hole pitch and putt par 3 golf course 

hewn out of rock. Surrounded by breathtakingly beautiful mountains and with the 

shimmering "Beaches of Jandia" to be seen glistening in the far distance from the 

elevated position in which the club finds itself, the Estadio Benito Alonso is surely 

one of the most spectacular venues for football on the planet.  

So how remote is this ground? Let me put it this way, I had to hire a car to reach 

it! Although there is no metalled road on which to drive there are hundreds and 

hundreds of acres in which to park the car! I arrived 90 minutes before the noon 

kick off (having left our hotel in the gorgeous town of Morro Jable at 9.45 with my 

wife sunbathing in 22 degrees of warmth) to take some photos and duly clambered 

up one of the large hills thereabout to get an overview of the place and a signal on 

my mobile phone to assure my spouse of my safe arrival!!  8 Euros gained my entry 

and once inside a most impressive stadium abounds. As you would expect, in a 

place where it literally never rains, the pitch is artificial and water based--

sprinkling takes place for a good hour prior to kick off. A long bank of terracing at 

the northern side also finds the bar-cum clubroom where the ubiquitous band also 

store their instruments (of torture). Floodlights are in situ but who, not me for 

one, is going to venture out here in the dead of night? On the southern side an odd 

building, albeit the largest on the ground, is located and this is for management 

and photographers only.  

The game was almost an irrelevance in such a stunning setting but luckily was a 

thoroughly entertaining affair with all the goals coming in the first twenty 

minutes. Chance after chance went begging in that first half and it could easily 

have been 5-5 by the break. There was of course the usual sending-off during this 



time. The visitors and current basement club from Northern Spain did everything 

they could to gain parity but just could not manage it during an eventful second 

period leaving the 300 or so spectators happy as they set off on their meandering 

way home (I've not a clue where that might be). The three points gleaned by 

Playas looks likely to keep them safe from those dreaded relegation play-offs.  

More about this amazing club can be found on their website (Spanish is a 

necessity). Travellers may be interested to note that the small town of "Pajara" is 

located about 25 kms north from the football club and it is also the place where 

the church of Our Lady of Regia, one of the most historically important buildings 

on the island, can be found.  

Fuerteventura.......What an adventure!!!!!!!  

FGIF Rating.........like the Burj Al-Arab Hotel in Dubai: 7* - UTOPIA. 
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