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TT No.199: Richard Panter - Monday 2nd April 2007; Northwood v Halesowen 

Town; BG Southern League Premier; Result: 0-0; Attendance: 160; Entry: £8; 

Programme: 44 pages plus eight-page insert £2; Match rating: * *. 

Northwood Park lies off the A404 some six miles from junction 18 of the M25. When 

approaching from the north look for a sign to turn right just after the railway 

station and you're on Chestnut Avenue. Unfortunately, there are no further 

indications as to the ground's location, which is a shame as it is located at the end 

on a green railed alleyway towards the end of said avenue. Easy to miss in 

daylight, but at night the floodlights' glare are a good signpost.  

The clubhouse incorporating the changing rooms and office block is located outside 

the stadium amid training pitches and a public park on two sides. The third side 

opposite the dug-outs, and fourth behind the far goal line, are in front of a large 

cemetery. Furthermore, the entire area is bounded by tall trees which looked 

splendid when backlight by the artificial lighting.  There are two small covered 

terraces, these are behind one goal and near the players' entrance. Seating is 

provided by three side-by-side structures on the far touchline. Central there is the 

main stand brightly bedecked in red and green seats, either side there is a small 

seated stand and one nominally labelled the press box. The more raucous of the 

home support stood in the press box. On this magnificent spring evening 

Northwood Park looked in fine fettle.  

After a dry, warm and bright sunny day the night proved to be similarly dry and 

clear. By kick-off a chill had taken over and the sky was a Triptych of red, purple 

and blue. A pastoral idyll, apart from the floodlights, ground infrastructure and 

rumbling tube trains nearby that is! My spine tingled with anticipation before kick-

off, 'Wood' needed points to stave off relegation and the well supported 'Yeltz' 

needed the points to maintain their place in the play-off berths. Surely a few goals 

tonight then?  

Sadly, as the score-line shows there were no goals and little real fight. However, 

were Northwood able to have converted any of their eight gilt-edged chances, it 

would, no should, have ended in a comfortable home win. The home forward line 

was fast, skilful but woefully inaccurate and hasty in front of goal, chance after 

chance was wasted, at the same time apart from the final minutes of each half 

Halesowen created nothing. Perhaps the chill I felt was down to the drop in 

temperature after all.  

The last scoreless match I attended was a Southern League Premier game at Rugby 

Town, spookily, Town's Butlin Road is adjacent to a cemetery...!!!?! 
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