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TT No.214: Stephen Harris - Monday 9 April 2007; Combined Counties League Div. 

1; Tongham 0-0 Farnham Town (at FTFC). Att: 47; Admission: free; Programme: 

none issued; FGIF Match Rating: 3*. 

The abundance of fixtures over the Easter weekend mean that I have seen an 

unprecedented seven games in four days and, astonishingly, all seven have been on 

grounds not previously visited. All have been at non-league level and each has 

been played on an interesting ground – the pick of the bunch for me being Central 

Midland Leaguers Yorkshire Main’s super little ground. So, which to choose for my 

Travellers’ Tales offering? I’ll go for the game with the smallest crowd, on the 

basis that this will minimise the chances of duplication on the website. 

Actually, despite the official attendance being given as 47, my first half headcount 

showed there to be exactly 70 spectators present. Not bad really given the semi-

secret nature of this fixture. Every newspaper or internet source I viewed 

(including the Farnham Herald) gave the venue as Tongham, usually with an 

11.00am kick-off. In fact, the game was played at Farnham Town’s Memorial 

Ground and started at 11.35. Fortunately, I had received a tip-off that Tongham 

had ground problems and were reversing the fixture. On a beautiful sunny morning 

like yesterday’s this was a very pleasant venue to visit. It is a spacious, town 

centre site. The pitch has hard standing on both sides and the north end and a 

solid, new-looking, wooden post and rail fence to lean upon. The south end is 

uncharted territory as far as spectators are concerned. The main feature though is 

the north end, where the pitch has been cut into a steep grassy bank. Atop the 

bank is a small stand with FTFC picked out in claret and blue on the back wall. 

This once provided only standing room but now has two rows of white plastic seats, 

perhaps 45 in all and operated mostly as a creche and provider of shade. The 

banking in the north west corner is so steep that it is supported by wooden gabions 

and these too have been painted in (now much faded) claret and blue. A fixed park 

bench also graces this end and there is a clock set into the wall of an adjoining 

house. Set well back from the pitch on the east side is a small clubhouse with patio 

tables, ideal for soaking up the sun at half time with a cold drink and a punnet of 

chips. 

Farnham, top of the table, won 7-2 on Saturday and have a massive 55 more points 

than Tongham. Tongham themselves lost 3-0 on Saturday. A high scoring game was 

in prospect. Indeed, Farnham attacked from start to finish but never looked like a 

team who really knew where the goal was and it was Tongham who nearly nicked 

it, spurning three good chances to score in the closing moments. Part of the fault 

for the lack of goals might actually lie with me. This was now my fourth 0-0 result 

in ten games – a dry run which meant that I was attending this game alone, 

friendless. Actually, it was easy to find people to talk to and I am now newly an 

expert on the late-season prospects of both Pompey and Aldershot, as well as 

Farnham Town. 



No admission was charged and, disappointingly, no match programme was issued. 

In fact, I nearly achieved eight matches for the weekend.  An hour after the final 

whistle of this match I arrived at Alton Town’s ground for their Wessex League 

game against Horndean. To my bemusement, and that of the trickle of other 

potential spectators who were beginning to arrive by 2.30, I found that the game 

had already finished – unexpectedly another morning kick-off - too late for me to 

get to another game anywhere else.  
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