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TT No.219: Dean McClean - Wednesday 11th April 2007. East Lancashire League 

Div. 1: Peel Park v Rimmington; Result: 0-2; Attendance: 10; no 

admission/programme; FGIF Rating: 4*. 

In the chequered past of football in Accrington, the town has had two teams in the 

football league and three venues have hosted league football over the past 100 

years or so. All three of these venues are still in use today.  

After folding in 1962, Accrington Stanley left Peel Park and took up after residence 

at their present Crown Ground home. The venue is much changed in the last 45 

years and there is very little to suggest that 40 seasons of league football were 

played on this very site. You need to look very closely at the landscape and if you 

take a close look at the banking behind the goal it is obviously an overgrown 

terrace, which if you walk to the top, offers wonderful views over the town as the 

road rolls down the hill. It is easy to imagine the backdrop of a thousand terraced 

houses bellowing smoke from their chimneys on a cold Saturday afternoon as 

Stanley do battle below. The rest of the ground has been levelled but I’m quite 

sure the pitch used for tonight’s match is almost in the same position as the one 

used since 1921. Most football played here was in the Third Division North but 

some memorable FA Cup clashes took place here, including a 3-1 victory over their 

more illustrious neighbours Blackburn Rovers, whilst home draws with Manchester 

United (45/46) and Portsmouth (58/59) were also achieved at Peel Park.  

The East Lancs. League would hardly win any awards for its scintillating football 

but if you want to tick off Peel Park, then it is a necessary evil. The skill levels and 

quality of football is very low but the match is played in a good spirit by both 

teams, who despite their inferior skill levels put everything in to the game. A goal 

in each half give 3rd placed visitors Rimmington a deserved victory against 

struggling Peel Park. Most clubs in this league are run by only a handful of people, 

sometimes even one man can act as manager, chairman, secretary and so on.   

Even though not much remains of Accrington Stanley's former home, it is well 

worth a visit from a historical point of view. Many former league grounds have 

gone the way of the builders and housing developments, so get down to Peel Park 

while you still can.   
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