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TT No.226: Paul Roth - Tuesday 17th April 2007; Kent County League Div. 1 East;
Borden Village vs Sheppey Utd; Result: 1-1; Attendance: 28; Programme: 16
pages, 50p.

Now here’s a real gem!

The delightful village of Borden is situated just to the north of Sittingbourne. Turn
up Wises Lane by the Long Hop pub (GBG listed), opposite Gore Court Cricket Club
and follow this windy road up into the village centre proper. You will miss the
‘Playstool’ ground heading this way but backtrack and the tiny entrance is easily
spotted as there is big green sign advertising the ground. A warning here though,
there is not a lot of parking therein!

Once on the ground, it is a delight to behold! A smallish clubhouse, where teas are
served at halftime, leads onto the roped-off playing area. Claret and blue dugouts
and lots of advert sheeting give the arena a real football-ground feel. A 16-page
programme, a regular issue | might add, is also a welcome bonus.

A la Farnborough OBG FC, there is a steep bank at the village end of the ground
and this raised area makes for a panoramic viewing platform with industrial Swale
being the backdrop.

The game was very entertaining with the Villagers just failing to hold onto their
goal advantage which would have given them their first win in the league all
season! Sheppey equalised with just a few minutes to go, in the then gathering
gloom.

Regular buses run to Borden from Sittingbourne itself and once there the Maypole
pub is a restful place to spend an hour or so.

Another glorious evening out.
FGIF Rating: 4*.
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