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TT No.238: Neil Fissler - Thurs 26th April 2007; Southern League, Premier 

Division; Maidenhead United vs. Banbury United; Result: 2-0; Attendance: 424; 

Admission: £8; Programme £2; FGIF Match rating: 3*. 

It is one of the delightful quirks of the non-league football that two teams play 40 

of 42 league games but are yet to face each other, and are then left play twice in 

the final three days of the season. That is exactly what happened to Maidenhead 

United and Banbury United who were attempting to make their first trip of the 

season to York Road according to the match programme at the fourth time of 

asking, thanks to a combination of wet weather and county cup commitments. 

York Road is a ground that I must have passed countless times on train journeys to 

Wales and the West Country but have never got around to visiting for one reason or 

another, so I guess that I have to be grateful for the bad weather at Christmas and 

county cup ties for something.  

After only making the decision to go to the game at 5.30pm, it needed a smart 

dash across town from East London to get to Paddington in time for a quick train 

an hour later, London Underground kept their part of the bargain. But the 'quick' 

train to Maidenhead was delayed (no real reason given). Although it developed an 

affliction to doing anything but go at the speed it was designed to, thankfully I 

eventually arrived and made the ground a short walk away in time for the kick off. 

It could have been a whole lot worse had I not have bought the last programme 

which was average value for £2, it contained just about enough information to last 

the half time turn around but not much more! 

York Road is an odd ground, walking in from the turnstiles leads onto a nice deep 

terrace that runs half the length of the pitch and gives a decent impression of 

what the ground would have been like in its hay day. But the rest of this side of 

the pitch is devoted to the dressing rooms, a covered car park and a small 

structure that looked big enough to hold about ten people. Behind both goals there 

was cover, and certainly one end that had two separate roofs, the terracing was 

nice and deep. The opposite side to the dressing rooms is the main stand with 

plenty of seats running a quarter the length of the pitch, with a nice bank of 

terracing on one side and nothing much apart from hard standing on the other. 

The game itself, on a chilly evening with spots of rain, was one-way traffic from 

almost start to finish, hardly surprising considering the visitors had only retained 

the Oxfordshire Senior Cup two days earlier. The opening goal arrived after 34 

minutes of near domination through Neville Roach who has played league football 

for the likes of Reading and Southend when he slammed home a left foot volley 

from about 25 yards. Then kicking downhill in the second half Dwane Lee headed 

in a corner within a minute of the restart to bag the points and move the home 

side nearer to a play-off place despite a late rally. 



Oh yes, a word of warning, don't visit this ground hungry - the portions of chips 

weren't enough to fill up Kate Moss let alone someone built like a rugby prop 

forward! 
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