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TT No.25: Stephen Harris - Sunday 10 September 2006; FA Vase; Marlow United 

2-1 Bournemouth. Attendance: c.135; Admission £5.00; Programme issued; FGIF 

Match Rating 3*. 

Still smarting from the cruel unjustness of Brentford’s last-minute equaliser in a 

superb game at Brisbane Road on Saturday, I was in two minds whether to have a 

second dose of football on the Sunday. But with the day dawning bright and sunny, 

I thought a nice country walk and a slap-up pub lunch on the way to a game was 

the order of the day. Two possibilities emerged, Marlow United or Arlesey Athletic, 

with the former winning hands down as the more scenic. 

Marlow United are a young club, formed only in 1977 they have played their way 

through the divisions of the Wycombe & District League and the East Berks League, 

finally into the Reading League which they won two years ago and finished as 

runners-up last season. The decision to ground share with Flackwell Heath at Wilks 

Park was sufficient to win them a place in the Hellenic League Division One East 

and an entry to the FA Vase for this season. By any criteria, this game would have 

to rank as one of the biggest days in the club’s short history. 

Wilks Park is a very pleasant venue, especially in glorious weather like it was 

yesterday. There is shade-providing cover on all four sides for creatures of 

darkness such as myself and exposed patches of grass and sun-trap corners for the 

bare-chested and shorts-wearing sun-worshippers. The little stand saw a gathering 

of the Marlow WAGs, trying their best to look glamorous and there was an 

abundance of friends and family young and old here for the big game. The only 

drawback was that the efficient tea bar had stuck with the time-honoured football 

menu of burgers, chips and bacon rolls instead of throwing the lot out and getting 

in some ice-cream. 

Having seen football in the lower reaches of the Hellenic League and the top 

division of the Wessex League already this season, I was expecting a bit of a miss-

match; but this proved in fact to be a very evenly balanced game. Marlow United 

started boldly and played a skilful, passing game which I think caught the visitors a 

little by surprise. It was the home side who went ahead, holding the lead for a long 

time before Bournemouth equalised. Bournemouth were looking stronger by the 

minute and I certainly expected them now to go on and win. They had the ball in 

the net late on but the goal was correctly disallowed for a bit of pushing and 

Marlow raced up the other end to immediately score what proved to be the 

winner. This proved very popular indeed with the reasonably-sized crowd of 

around 135. 

A rather basic match programme was produced and this was grossly over-priced at 

£2. I suspect that on a normal league day the £2 also covers admission, but Cup 

Prices were in force today – the programme price in consequence should have been 

reduced. But that’s my only criticism of this friendly and ambitious club.  
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